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Introduction

The annual stock assessment and fishery evaluation (SAFE) report is a requirement of the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council's Fishery Management Plan for Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands King and
Tanner Crabs (FMP), and a federal requirement [50 CFR Section 602.12(e)]. The SAFE report
summarizes the current biological and economic status of fisheries, total allowable catch (TAC) or
Guideline Harvest Level (GHL), and analytical information used for management decisions. Additional
information on Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands (BSAI) king and Tanner crab is available on the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) web page at https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/region/alaska and the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) Shellfish web page at:
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=CommercialByFisheryShellfish.main.

Paralithodes camtschaticus, stocks (Bristol Bay, Pribilof Islands, Norton Sound and Adak), 2 blue king
crab, Paralithodes platypus, stocks (Pribilof Islands and St Matthew Island), 2 golden (or brown) king
crab, Lithodes aequispinus, stocks (Aleutian Islands and Pribilof Islands), southern Tanner crab
Chionoecetes bairdi hereafter referred to as Tanner crab, and snow crab Chionoecetes opilio. All other
crab stocks in the BSAI are exclusively managed by the State of Alaska (SOA).

The Crab Plan Team (CPT) annually assembles the SAFE report with contributions from ADF&G and the
NMFS. This SAFE report is presented to the North Pacific Fishery Management Council (NPFMC) and
is available to the public on the NPFMC web page at: https://www.npfmec.org/fishery-management-plan-
team/bsai-crab-plan-team/. Due to a process to accommodate specific fishery and data availability needs
to determine overfishing level (OFL) determinations, and annual catch limit (ACL) requirements, the
CPT reviews assessments in a staggered time frame. Additionally, based upon consideration of stock
prioritization including assessment methods and data availability, some stocks are assessed on an annual
basis while others are assessed less frequently. The CPT reviews one assessment in January (Norton
Sound red king crab), two assessments in May on a three-year cycle (WAI red king crab and Pribilof
Islands golden king crab) and the remaining assessments (Bristol Bay red king crab, EBS snow crab, EBS
Tanner crab, Saint Matthew blue king crab, Pribilof Island red king crab and Pribilof Island blue king
crab, Aleutian Islands golden king crab,) in September (Table 1). Pribilof red king crab is assessed
biennially while Pribilof blue king crab is assessed on a three-year cycle. Stocks can be assessed more
frequently on a case-by-case basis should data indicate that it is necessary.
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Table 1. Ten BSAI crab stocks: Schedule for review by the CPT and SSC and Assessment frequency

CPT reviewand  SSC review and  Assessment Year of
recommendations recommendations  frequency next
Stock to SSC to Council Assessment
Norton Sound red king crab
(NSRKC) January February Annual 2020
Aleutian Is. golden king crab
(AIGKC) May June Annual 2020
Pribilof Is. blue king crab S
(PIBKC) May June Biennial 2021
Pribilof Is. golden king crab S
(PIGKC) May June Triennial 2020
Western Aleutian Is. red king crab S
(WAIRKC) May June Triennial 2020
EBS snow crab September October Annual 2020
Bristol Bay red king crab
(BBRKC) September October Annual 2020
EBS Tanner crab September October Annual 2020
Pribilof Is. red king crab (PIRKC) September October Biennial 2021
Saint Matthew blue king crab
(SMBKC) September October Annual 2020

Based upon the assessment frequency described in Table 1, the CPT provides recommendations on OFL,
acceptable biological catch (ABC) and stock status specifications for review by the NPFMC Science and
Statistical Committee (SSC) in February (NSRKC) and June (WAIRKC, PIGKC, PIBKC, AIGKC) and
October (BBRKC, EBS Snow crab, EBS Tanner crab, SMBKC, PIRKC). The rationale for this staggered
review process is the following: The stocks with summer fisheries as well as those established on catch
data only have specifications set in June. The stocks which employ data from the EBS NMFS trawl
survey thus cannot be assessed until survey data are available in early September. Summer catch data for
NSRKC however are not available in time for fall specifications, nor is assessing this stock with the June
timing feasible as the CDQ fishery can open as early as May thus this stock is assessed in the winter.
Additional information on the OFL and ABC determination process is contained in this report.

The CPT met from September 16-20, 2019 in Seattle, WA to review the final stock assessments as well as
additional related issues, in order to provide the recommendations and status determinations contained in
this SAFE report. This final 2019 Crab SAFE report contains recommendations for all 10 stocks
including those whose OFL and ABC were previously determined in February and June 2019. This
SAFE report will be presented to the NPFMC in October 2019 for their annual review of the status of
BSAI Crab stocks.

The entire CPT participated in this review. Membership on the CPT includes the following:

Martin Dorn (Co-Chair), Katie Palof (Co-Chair), James Armstrong (Coordinator), William Bechtol, Ben
Daly, Ginny Eckert, Brian Garber-Yonts, Krista Milani, André Punt, Shareef Siddeek, William
Stockhausen, Cody Szuwalski, Miranda Westphal, and Jie Zheng.
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Stock Status Definitions

The FMP (incorporating all changes made following adoption of Amendment 24) contains the following
stock status definitions:

Acceptable biological catch (ABC) is a level of annual catch of a stock that accounts for the scientific
uncertainty in the estimate of OFL and any other specified scientific uncertainty and is set to prevent, with
a greater than 50 percent probability, the OFL from being exceeded. The ABC is set below the OFL.

ABC Control Rule is the specified approach in the five-tier system for setting the maximum permissible
ABC for each stock as a function of the scientific uncertainty in the estimate of OFL and any other
specified scientific uncertainty.

Annual catch limit (ACL) is the level of annual catch of a stock that serves as the basis for invoking
accountability measures. For EBS crab stocks, the ACL will be set at the ABC.

Total allowable catch (TAC) is the annual catch target for the directed fishery for a stock, set to prevent
exceeding the ACL for that stock and in accordance with section 8.2.2 of the FMP.

Guideline harvest level (GHL) means the preseason estimated level of allowable fish harvest which will
not jeopardize the sustained yield of the fish stocks. A GHL may be expressed as a range of allowable
harvests for a species or species group of crab for each registration area, district, subdistrict, or section.

Maximum sustainable yield (MSY) is the largest long-term average catch or yield that can be taken from
a stock or stock complex under prevailing ecological and environmental conditions. MSY is estimated
from the best information available.

Fmsy control rule means a harvest strategy which, if implemented, would be expected to result in a long-
term average catch approximating MSY.

Bwmsy stock size is the biomass that results from fishing at constant Fusy and is the minimum standard for
a rebuilding target when a rebuilding plan is required.

Maximum fishing mortality threshold (MFMT) is defined by the For. control rule and is expressed as the
fishing mortality rate.

Minimum stock size threshold (MSST) is one half the Busy stock size.

Overfished is determined by comparing annual biomass estimates to the established MSST. For stocks
where MSST (or proxies) are defined, if the biomass drops below the MSST (or proxy thereof) then the
stock is considered to be overfished. For crab stocks, biomass for determining overfished status is
estimated on February 15 of the current year and compared to the MSST established by the NPFMC in
October of the previous year.

Overfishing is defined as any amount of catch in excess of the overfishing level (OFL). The OFL is
calculated by applying abundance estimates to the For_ control rule which is annually estimated according
the tier system (see Chapter 6.0 in the FMP).
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Status Determination Criteria

The FMP defines the following status determination criteria and the process by which these are defined
following adoption of amendment 24 and 38.

Status determination criteria for crab stocks are calculated using a five-tier system that accommodates
varying levels of uncertainty of information. The five-tier system incorporates new scientific information
and provides a mechanism to continually improve the status determination criteria as new information
becomes available. Under the five-tier system, overfishing and overfished criteria and ABC levels for
most stocks are annually formulated. The ACL for each stock equals the ABC for that stock. Each crab
stock is annually assessed to determine its status and whether (1) overfishing is occurring or the rate or
level of fishing mortality for the stock is approaching overfishing, (2) the stock is overfished or the stock
is approaching an overfished condition, and (3) the catch has exceeded the ACL.

For crab stocks, the OFL equals the maximum sustainable yield (MSY) and is derived through the annual
assessment process, under the framework of the tier system. Overfishing is determined by comparing the
OFL with the catch estimates for that crab fishing year. For the previous crab fishing year, NMFS will
determine whether overfishing occurred by comparing the previous year’s OFL with the catch from the
previous crab fishing year. For the previous crab fishing year, NMFS will also determine whether the
ACL was exceeded by comparing the ACL with the catch estimates for that crab fishing year. Catch
includes all fishery removals, including retained catch and discard losses, for those stocks where non-
target fishery removal data are available. Discard losses are determined by multiplying the appropriate
handling mortality rate by observer estimates of bycatch discards. For stocks where only retained catch
information is available, the OFL and ACL will be set for and compared to the retained catch.

The NMFS will determine whether a stock is in an overfished condition by comparing annual biomass
estimates to the established MSST. For stocks where MSST (or proxies) are defined, if the biomass drops
below the MSST (or proxy thereof) then the stock is considered to be overfished. MSSTs or proxies are
set for stocks in Tiers 1-4. For Tier 5 stocks, it is not possible to set an MSST because there are no
reliable estimates of biomass.

If overfishing occurred or the stock is overfished, section 304(e)(3)(A) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, as
amended, requires the NPFMC to immediately end overfishing and rebuild affected stocks.

The Magnuson-Stevens Act requires that FMPs include accountability measures to prevent ACLs from
being exceeded and to correct overages of the ACL if they do occur. Accountability measures to prevent
TACs and GHLs from being exceeded have been used under this FMP for the management of the BSAI
crab fisheries and will continue to be used to prevent ACLs from being exceeded. These include:
individual fishing quotas and the measures to ensure that individual fishing quotas are not exceeded,
measures to minimize crab bycatch in directed crab fisheries, and monitoring and catch accounting
measures. Accountability measures in the harvest specification process include downward adjustments to
the ACL and TAC in the fishing year after an ACL has been exceeded.

Annually, the NPFMC, SSC, and CPT will review (1) the stock assessment documents, (2) the OFLs and
ABCs, and TACs or GHLs, (3) NMFS’s determination of whether overfishing occurred in the previous
crab fishing year, (4) NMFS’s determination of whether any stocks are overfished and (5) NMFS’s
determination of whether catch exceeded the ACL in the previous crab fishing year.

Optimum yield is defined in Chapter 4 of the FMP. Information pertaining to economic, social and
ecological factors relevant to the determination of optimum yield is provided in several sections of the
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FMP, including sections 7.2 (Management Objectives), Chapter 11, Appendix D (Biological and
Environmental Characteristics of the Resource), and Appendix H (Community Profiles).

For each crab fishery, the optimum yield range is 0 to < OFL catch. For crab stocks, the OFL is the
annualized MSY and is derived through the annual assessment process, under the framework of the tier
system. Recognizing the relatively volatile reproductive potential of crab stocks, the cooperative
management structure of the FMP, and the past practice of restricting or even prohibiting directed
harvests of some stocks out of ecological considerations, this optimum yield range is intended to facilitate
the achievement of the biological objectives and economic and social objectives of the FMP (see sections
7.2.1 and 7.2.2) under a variety of future biological and ecological conditions. It enables the SOA to
determine the appropriate TAC levels below the OFL to prevent overfishing or address other biological
concerns that may affect the reproductive potential of a stock but that are not reflected in the OFL

itself. Under FMP section 8.2.2, the SOA establishes TACs at levels that maximize harvests, and
associated economic and social benefits, when biological and ecological conditions warrant doing so.

Five-Tier System

The OFL and ABC for each stock are estimated for the upcoming crab fishing year using the five-tier
system, detailed in Table 2 and Table 3. First, a stock is assigned to one of the five tiers based on the
availability of information for that stock and model parameter choices are made. Tier assignments and
model parameter choices are recommended through the CPT process to the SSC. The SSC recommends
tier assignments, stock assessment and model structure, and parameter choices, including whether
information is "reliable,” for the assessment authors to use for calculating the proposed OFLs and ABCs
based on the five-tier system.

For Tiers 1 through 4, once a stock is assigned to a tier, the determination of stock status level is based on
recent survey data and assessment models, as available. The stock status level determines the equation
used in calculating the ForL. Three levels of stock status are specified and denoted by “a,” “b,” and “c”
(see Table 2). The Fumsy control rule reduces the For as biomass declines by stock status level. At stock
status level “a,” current stock biomass exceeds the Busy. For stocks in status level “b,” current biomass is
less than Busy but greater than a level specified as the “critical biomass threshold” (B).

In stock status level “c,” the ratio of current biomass to Busy (or a proxy for Busy) is below . At stock
status level “c,” directed fishing is prohibited and an For. at or below Fusy would be determined for all
other sources of fishing mortality in the development of the rebuilding plan. The Council will develop a
rebuilding plan once a stock level falls below the MSST.

For Tiers 1 through 3, the coefficient a. is set at a default value of 0.1, and B set at a default value of 0.25,
with the understanding that the SSC may recommend different values for a specific stock or stock
complex as merited by the best available scientific information.

In Tier 4, a default value of natural mortality rate (M) or an M proxy, and a scalar, v, are used in the
calculation of the For..

In Tier 5, the OFL is specified in terms of an average catch value over an historical time period, unless the
SSC recommends an alternative value based on the best available scientific information.

First, the assessment author prepares the stock assessment and calculates the proposed OFLs by applying
the ForL and using the most recent abundance estimates. The assessment authors calculate the proposed
ABCs by applying the ABC control rule to the proposed OFL.
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Stock assessment documents shall:
e use risk-neutral assumptions;
o specify how the probability distribution of the OFL used in the ABC control rule is calculated for
each stock; and
o specify the factors influencing scientific uncertainty that are accounted for in calculation of the
probability distribution of the OFL.

Second, the CPT annually reviews stock assessment documents, the most recent abundance estimates, the
proposed OFLs and ABCs, and complies the SAFE. The CPT then makes recommendations to the SSC
on the OFLs, ABCs, and any other issues related to the crab stocks.

Third, the SSC annually reviews the SAFE report, including the stock assessment documents,
recommendations from the CPT, and the methods to address scientific uncertainty.

In reviewing the SAFE, the CPT and the SSC shall evaluate and make recommendations, as necessary,
on:

the assumptions made for stock assessment models and estimation of OFLs;

the specifications of the probability distribution of the OFL;

the methods to appropriately quantify uncertainty in the ABC control rule; and

the factors influencing scientific uncertainty that the SOA has accounted for and will account for
on an annual basis in TAC setting.

The SSC will then set the final OFLs and ABCs for the upcoming crab fishing year. The SSC may set an
ABC lower than the result of the ABC control rule, but it must provide an explanation for setting the
ABC less than the maximum ABC.

As an accountability measure, the total catch estimate used in the stock assessment will include any
amount of harvest that may have exceeded the ACL in the previous fishing season. For stocks managed
under Tiers 1 through 4, this would result in a lower maximum ABC in the subsequent year, all else being
equal, because maximum ABC varies directly with biomass. For Tier 5 stocks, the information used to
establish the ABC is insufficient to reliably estimate abundance or discern the existence or extent of
biological consequences caused by an overage in the preceding year. Consequently, the subsequent year's
maximum ABC will not automatically decrease. However, when the ACL for a Tier 5 stock has been
exceeded, the SSC may decrease the ABC for the subsequent fishing season as an accountability measure.

Tiers 1 through 3

For Tiers 1 through 3, reliable estimates of B, Busy, and Fusy, or their respective proxy values, are
available. Tiers 1 and 2 are for stocks with a reliable estimate of the spawner/recruit relationship, thereby
enabling the estimation of the limit reference points Busy and Fusy.

o Tier 1is for stocks with assessment models in which the probability density function (pdf) of
Fwmsy is estimated.

o Tier 2 is for stocks with assessment models in which a reliable point estimate, but not the pdf, of
Fmsy is made.

o Tier 3 is for stocks where reliable estimates of the spawner/recruit relationship are not available,
but proxies for Fusy and Busy can be estimated.

For Tier 3 stocks, maturity and other essential life-history information are available to estimate proxy
limit reference points. For Tier 3, a designation of the form “Fx” refers to the fishing mortality rate
associated with an equilibrium level of fertilized egg production (or its proxy such as mature male
biomass at mating) per recruit equal to X% of the equilibrium level in the absence of any fishing.
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The OFL and ABC calculation accounts for all losses to the stock not attributable to natural mortality.
The OFL and ACL are total catch limits comprised of three catch components: (1) non-directed fishery
discard losses; (2) directed fishery discard losses; and (3) directed fishery retained catch. To determine
the discard losses, the handling mortality rate is multiplied by bycatch discards in each fishery.
Overfishing would occur if, in any year, the sum of all three catch components exceeds the OFL.

Tier 4

Tier 4 is for stocks where essential life-history, recruitment information, and understanding are
insufficient to achieve Tier 3. Therefore, it is not possible to estimate the spawner-recruit relationship.
However, there is sufficient information for simulation modeling that captures the essential population
dynamics of the stock as well as the performance of the fisheries. The simulation modeling approach
employed in the derivation of the annual OFLs captures the historical performance of the fisheries as seen
in observer data from the early 1990s to present and thus borrows information from other stocks as
necessary to estimate biological parameters such as y.

In Tier 4, a default value of natural mortality rate (M) or an M proxy, and a scalar, vy, are used in the
calculation of the For.. Explicit to Tier 4 are reliable estimates of current survey biomass and the
instantaneous M. The proxy Bwsy is the average biomass over a specified time period, with the
understanding that the Council’s Scientific and Statistical Committee may recommend a different value
for a specific stock or stock complex as merited by the best available scientific information. A scalar, v,
is multiplied by M to estimate the For. for stocks at status levels “a” and “b,”” and vy is allowed to be less
than or greater than unity. Use of the scalar vy is intended to allow adjustments in the overfishing
definitions to account for differences in biomass measures. A default value of y is set at 1.0, with the
understanding that the Council’s Scientific and Statistical Committee may recommend a different value
for a specific stock or stock complex as merited by the best available scientific information.

If the information necessary to determine total catch OFLs and ACLs is available for a Tier 4 stock, then
the OFL and ACL will be total catch limits comprised of three catch components: (1) non-directed fishery
discard losses; (2) directed fishery discard losses; and (3) directed fishery retained catch. If the
information necessary to determine total catch OFLs and ACLSs is not available for a Tier 4 stock, then the
OFL and ACL are determined for retained catch. In the future, as information improves, data would be
available for some stocks to allow the formulation and use of selectivity curves for the discard fisheries
(directed and non-directed losses) as well as the directed fishery (retained catch) in the models. The
resulting OFL and ACL from this approach, therefore, would be the total catch OFL and ACL.

Tier 5

Tier 5 stocks have no reliable estimates of biomass and only historical catch data are available. For Tier 5
stocks, the OFL is set equal to the average catch from a time period determined to be representative of the
production potential of the stock, unless the Scientific and Statistical Committee recommends an
alternative value based on the best available scientific information. The ABC control rule sets the
maximum ABC at less than or equal to 90 percent of the OFL and the ACL equals the ABC.

For Tier 5 stocks where only retained catch information is available, the OFL and ACL will be set for the
retained catch portion only, with the corresponding limits applying to the retained catch only. For Tier 5
stocks where information on bycatch mortality is available, the OFL and ACL calculations could include
discard losses, at which point the OFL and ACL would be applied to the retained catch plus the discard
losses from directed and non-directed fisheries.
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Figure 1. Overfishing control rule for Tiers 1 through 4. Directed fishing mortality is O below {.
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Table 2. Five-Tier System for setting overfishing limits (OFLs) and Acceptable Biological Catches (ABCs)
for crab stocks. The tiers are listed in descending order of information availability. Table 3
contains a guide for understanding the five-tier system.

Inforr_‘nat|on Tier  Stock status level ForL ABC control rule
available
B, Bwmsy, Fusy, and 1 B _ . .
pdf of Fusy = | FopL = 4, =arithmetic mean
msy of the pdf
B y u
p<g—=l Eo Brrsy ABCs<(1-b) * OFL
msy oFL =~ Ha l1-a
i <pB Directed fishery F =0
Brnsy - ForL < Fusy!
B, Bmsy, Fumsy 2 B
>1 ForL = Fmsy
Bmsy
B, -a
p<g—=l £ _p /By ABC<(1-by) * OFL
msy OFL msy 1-a
B <5 Directed fishery F = 0
Bmsy - ForL < Fusy'
B, Fas%’, Bass' 3 B
— *
>1 FOFL - Fss%
Basy-
B B _,
- P< <1 o Bla ABCS(1-b;) * OFL
Bss% Fore =F a5%
-a
B <p Directed fishery F =0
Baso * Fort < Fusy
B . 4 B
o Py B . ° ForL =M
msyprux
B B p
B For = 7M
msy P oL =YM—""——""—
l-a
B <p Directed fishery F =0
Bmsypmx Fort < Fmsy'
Stocks with no 5 OFL = average catch from a

reliable estimates
of biomass or M.

time period to be
determined, unless the
SSC recommends an
alternative value based
on the best available
scientific information.

ABC=0.90 * OFL

*35% is the default value unless the SSC recommends a different value based on the best available scientific information.
t An ForL < Fumsy will be determined in the development of the rebuilding plan for an overfished stock.
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Table 3. A guide for understanding the five-tier system.

e For. — the instantaneous fishing mortality (F) from the directed fishery that is used in

the calculation of the overfishing limit (OFL). For. is determined as a function of:
0 Fwmsy — the instantaneous F that will produce MSY at the MSY -producing
biomass
= A proxy of Fusy may be used; e.g., Fxw, the instantaneous F that results
in X% of the equilibrium spawning per recruit relative to the unfished
value
0 B — ameasure of the productive capacity of the stock, such as spawning
biomass or fertilized egg production.
= A proxy of B may be used; e.g., mature male biomass
0 Bwmsy — the value of B at the MSY-producing level
= A proxy of Busy may be used; e.g., mature male biomass at the MSY-
producing level
O P — a parameter with restriction that 0 <f§ < 1.
O o — a parameter with restriction that 0 < o < 3.

e The maximum value of ForL is Fusy. ForL = Fmsy when B > Busy.

o For decreases linearly from Fusy to Fumsy:(B-0)/(1-a)) as B decreases from Busy to
B-Bmsy

e  When B < -Bumsy, F = 0 for the directed fishery and For. < Fusy for the non-directed
fisheries, which will be determined in the development of the rebuilding plan.

e The parameter, 3, determines the threshold level of B at or below which directed fishing
is prohibited.

e The parameter, a, determines the value of For. when B decreases to B-Bmsy and the rate
at which For. decreases with decreasing values of B when B-Bmsy < B < Bumsy.

0 Larger values of a result in a smaller value of For. when B decreases to - Bmsy.
0 Larger values of a result in For_ decreasing at a higher rate with decreasing
values of B when :Bmsy < B < Bumsy.

e The parameter, by, is the value for the annual buffer calculated from a P* of 0.49 and a
probability distribution for the OFL that accounts for scientific uncertainty in the estimate
of OFL.

e P*isthe probability that the estimate of ABC, which is calculated from the estimate of
OFL, exceeds the “true” OFL (noted as OFL’) (P(ABC>OFL").

Crab Plan Team Recommendations

Table 3 lists the team’s recommendations for 2019/2020 on Tier assignments, model parameterizations,
time periods for reference biomass estimation or appropriate catch averages, OFLs and ABCs. The team
recommends four stocks be placed in Tier 3 (EBS snow crab, Bristol Bay red king crab, EBS Tanner crab
and Aleutian Island golden king crab), four stocks in Tier 4 (St. Matthew blue king crab, Pribilof Islands
blue king crab, Pribilof Islands red king crab, and Norton Sound red king crab) and two stocks in Tier 5
(Pribilof Islands golden king crab, and Western Aleutian Islands red king crab). Stock status in relation to
status determination criteria are evaluated in this report (Table 4). Status of stocks in relation to status
determination criteria for stocks in Tiers 3 and 4 are shown in Figure 2. Table 5 lists those stocks for
which the team recommends an ABC less than the maximum permissible ABC for 2019/20. Aleutian
Islands golden king crab, EBS snow crab, and Pribilof Island red king crab are estimated to be above Bwsy
for 2019/20 while EBS Tanner crab, Bristol Bay red king crab, and Norton Sound red king crab are
estimated below Bmsy. Saint Matthew blue king crab was declared to be overfished in October 2018.
Pribilof Islands blue king crab stock remains overfished and is estimated to be well below its MSST.

10
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The CPT has general recommendations for all assessments and specific comments related to individual
assessments. All recommendations are for consideration for the next scheduled assessment. The general
comments are listed below while the comments related to individual assessments are contained within the
summary of CPT deliberations and recommendations contained in the stock specific summary section.
Additional details regarding recommendations are contained in the Crab Plan Team Report (September
2019 CPT Report).

General Recommendations for all Assessments

1.

The CPT recommends that all assessment authors document assumptions and simulate data under
those assumptions to test the ability of the model to estimate key parameters in an unbiased manner.
These simulations would be used to demonstrate precision and bias in estimated model parameters.

The CPT recommends that weighting factors be expressed as sigmas or CVs or effective sample
sizes. The team requests all authors to follow the Guidelines for SAFE preparation and to follow the
Terms of Reference as listed therein as applicable by individual assessment for both content and
diagnostics.

Authors should focus on displaying information on revised models as compared to last year’s model
rather than focusing on aspects of the assessment that have not changed from the previous year.

The current approach for fitting length-composition data accounts for sampling error but ignores the
fact that selectivity among size classes is not constant within years; a small change in the selectivity
on small animals could lead to a very large change in the catch of such animals. Authors are
encouraged to develop approaches for accounting for this source of process error. This issue is
generic to assessments of crab and groundfish stocks.

Authors are reminded that assessments should include the time series of stock estimates at the time of
survey for at least the author's recommended model in that year.

Consider stepwise changes to data as individual model runs instead of changing multiple parameters
at once so that changes in model performance may be attributed to specific data

By convention the CPT used the following conversions to include tables in both pounds (Ib) and metric
tons (t) in the status summary sections:

e million Ib to 1000 t [/2.204624]
e 1000 t to million Ib [/0.453592]

11
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Stock Status Summaries

1 Eastern Bering Sea Snow crab

Fishery information relative to OFL setting

Total catch mortality in 2018/19 was 15,400 t (with discard mortality rates applied), while the retained
catch in the directed fishery was 12,510 t. Because the total catch mortality for this stock was below the
2018/19 OFL of 29,700 t, overfishing did not occur. Snow crab bycatch occurs in the directed fishery
and to a lesser extent in the groundfish trawl fisheries. Estimates of trawl bycatch in recent years are less
than 1% of the total snow crab catch.

Data and assessment methodology

The stock assessment is based on a size- and sex-structured model in which crabs are categorized into
immature or mature. The model is fitted to biomass and size frequency data from the NMFS trawl survey,
total catch data from the directed fishery, bycatch data from the trawl fishery, size frequency data for
male retained catch in the directed fishery, and male and female bycatch in the directed and trawl
fisheries. The model is also fitted to biomass estimates and size frequency data from the 2009 and 2010
BSFRF surveys. Updated data in the model include biomass and length frequency data from the 2019
NMFS Eastern Bering Sea trawl survey, retained and discard catch and length frequencies from the
2018/19 directed fishery, and discard catch and length frequencies from the 2018/19 groundfish fisheries.

The model estimation structure is essentially identical to the 2018 assessment. A jittering approach within
a maximum likelihood framework was used to evaluate model stability, and model scenarios were
evaluated based on their fits to the data, the credibility of the estimated population processes, stability of
the model, the magnitude of retrospective patterns, and the strength of the influence of the assumptions of
the model on the outcomes of the assessment.

The assessment author examined eight model scenarios for this assessment. Scenario 18.1 was last year’s
accepted model fit to last year’s data. Scenario 19.1 was last year’s accepted model, but updated with
2018/19 data. Scenarios 19.2 and 19.3 imposed prior values on M, based on studies by Hamel and Then et
al. (0.27 and 0.315 yr?, respectively), which differed from the prior value used in 18.1 and 19.1 (0.23 yr-
1. Otherwise 19.2 and 19.3 were identical to 19.1. Scenarios 19.4 and 19.5 imposed linear models for
growth on females and males, respectively, whereas 19.1 fit sex-specific growth curves that allowed a
“kink” (i.e., a change in slope) in the otherwise linear relationship between pre- and post-molt size.
Scenario 19.6 estimated sex-specific size distributions for recruits, whereas 19.1 fixed a single size
distribution on both sexes. Finally, Scenario 19.7 incorporated both Hamel’s prior on M (as in Scenario
19.2) and estimated linear (not kinked) growth for males (as in Scenario 19.5). A scenario based on
imposing linear fits to growth data for both sexes failed to converge and was not considered further. The
scenarios with increased prior values for M (19.2, 19.3, and 19.7) were suggested by a recent paper (and
public comment to the CPT) by Murphy et al. that estimated time-varying mortality rates to be much
higher than those used in last year’s assessment(18.1 and, by extension, 19.1). Patterns in the time series
for abundance of old shell males too small to be caught in the fishery also supported higher M values.

The CPT recommends the author’s preferred model scenario, 19.7, to determine stock status and set the
OFL and ABC for 2019/20. This scenario exhibited the best retrospective pattern for males among the
seven considered, estimated fully-selected NMFS survey catchability (g) near that implied from BSFRF
survey data, described male growth as linear, and estimated reasonably higher rates for M than those for
the base model (19.1). Scenarios 19.1, 19.4, 19.5, and 19.6 estimated lower values for M due to using
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0.23 yr! as the median prior value for M. Scenario 19.2 exhibited the worst retrospective patterns, while
the model instability associated with the kinked growth curves used in 19.3 ruled out that scenario.

Stock biomass and recruitment trends

Observed mature male biomass in the NMFS EBS bottom trawl survey, based on applying a maturity
ogive, decreased from a peak of 167,100 t in 2011 to 97,500 t in 2013, increased to 163,500 t in 2014, fell
to 63,200 t in 2016, then increased once again to 84,000 t in 2017 and 198,400 t in 2018. The 2018 survey
mature male biomass was the largest since 1998. In 2019, survey mature male biomass decreased to
169,100 t. Observed survey mature female biomass rose quickly from a low of 52,200 t in 2009 to
175,800 t in 2011, its highest value since 1991, decreased steadily to 55,400 t in 2016, then increased to
106,800 t in 2017 and to a peak of 165,900t in 2018. Observed survey mature female biomass decreased
in 2019 to 110,400 t.

The model estimates for mature male biomass-at-mating (MMB) declined from a 10-year high of 159,900
tin 2009/10 to a low in 2015/16 of 42,600 t. MMB increased in subsequent years and was estimated to be
111,400 t in 2018/19. Model-estimated mature female biomass-at-mating (MFB) began to decline
somewhat earlier, from a peak in 2006/07 (66,800 t) to a low in 2009/10 (48,500 t), followed by increases
in 2010/11 and 2011/12 to 92,800t, after which it declined to 60,300 t in 2015/16. Since 2015/16, it has
increased steadily to 140,400 t in 2018/109.

Estimated recruitment to the population has been episodic, with peaks in recruitment generally preceding
peak in mature biomass by a few years. The most recent peaks were in 2008/09 (2,664,000 crab),
preceding peaks in MMB and MFB in 2009/08 and 2011/12, respectively, and in 2015/16 (2,828,000
crab), preceding the increases in MMB and MFB that began in 2015/16.

Tier determination/Plan Team discussion and resulting OFL/ABC determination Status and
catch specifications

The CPT recommends that the EBS snow crab is a Tier 3 stock so the OFL will be determined by the For.
control rule using Fssy as the proxy for Fusy. The proxy for Busy (Bssw) is the mature male biomass at
mating (126.1 kt) based on average recruitment over 1982 to 2018. Consequently, the minimum stock
size threshold (MSST) is 63.0 kt. Projected MMB for 2019/20 (167.3) is above the MSST, so the stock is
not overfished. The CPT recommends that the ABC be less than maximum permissible ABC. The CPT
recommends continuing the buffer of 20% used for the 2017 and 2018 assessments for setting the
2019/20 ABC. This level of buffer is justified given the continuing concerns about model
misspecification (growth) and parameter confounding, the ongoing evidence for retrospective patterns,
and the uncertainty surrounding rates of natural mortality.
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Historical status and catch specifications for snow crab (kt). Shaded values are new estimates or
projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on historical assessments and
are not updated except for total and retained catch.

MSST Biomass Retained Total
Year (MMB) TAC Catch Catch OFL ABC
2015/16 75.8 91.6 184 184 21.4 83.1 62.3
2016/17 75.8 96.1 9.7 9.7 11.0 23.7 21.3
2017/18 714 99.6 8.6 8.6 10.5 28.4 22.7
2018/19 63.0 123.1 12.5 125 154 29.7 23.8
2019/20 167.3 54.9 43.9

Historical status and catch specifications for snow crab (million 1b). Shaded values are new estimates or
projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on historical assessments and
are not updated except for total and retained catch.

MSST Biomass Retained Total
Year (MMB) TAC Catch Catch OFL ABC
2015/16  167.1 201.9 40.6 40.6 47.2 183.2 137.4
2016/17 167.1 211.9 21.4 21.4 24.3 52.3 47.0
2017/18 157.4 219.6 19.0 19.0 23.2 62.6 50.0
2018/19 138.9 2714 27.6 27.6 34.0 65.5 52.5
2019/20 368.8 121.0 96.8
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2 Bristol Bay Red King Crab

Fishery information relative to OFL setting

The commercial harvest of Bristol Bay red king crab (BBRKC) dates to the 1930s. The fishery was
initially prosecuted mostly by foreign fleets but shifted to a largely domestic fishery in the early 1970s.
Retained catch peaked in 1980 at 58.9 kt but harvests dropped sharply in the early 1980s, and population
abundance has remained at relatively low levels over the last two decades compared to those seen in the
1970s. The fishery is managed for a total allowable catch (TAC) coupled with restrictions for sex (males
only), a minimum size for legal retention (6.5-in carapace width; 135-mm carapace length is used a proxy
for 6.5-in carapace width in the assessment), and season (no fishing during mating/molting periods). In
addition to the retained catch that occurs during the commercial fishery, which is limited by the TAC,
there is also retained catch that occurs in the ADF&G cost-recovery fishery.

The current SOA harvest strategy allows a maximum harvest rate of 15% of mature-sized (=120 mm CL)
males, but also incorporates a maximum harvest rate of 50% of legal males and a threshold of 8.4 million
mature-sized (>90 mm CL) females and 6.6 kt of effective spawning biomass (ESB), to prosecute a
fishery. Annual non-retained catch of female and sublegal male RKC during the fishery averaged less
than 8.6 kt since data collection began in 1990. Total catch (retained and bycatch mortality) increased
from 7.6 kt in 2004/05 to 10.6 kt in 2007/08 but has decreased since then; retained catch in 2018/19 was
2.03 kt and total catch mortality was 2.65 kt.

Data and assessment methodology

The stock assessment is based on a sex- and size-structured population dynamics model incorporating
data from the NMFS eastern Bering Sea trawl survey, the Bering Sea Fisheries Research Foundation
(BSFRF) trawl survey, landings of commercial catch, at-sea observer sampling, and dockside retained
catch sampling. In the model recommended by the CPT, annual stock abundance was estimated for male
and female crabs > 65-mm CL from 1975 to the time of the 2019 survey and mature male (males >120
mm CL) biomass was projected to 15 February 2019. 2018/19 fishery catch data on retained catch in the
directed fishery were obtained from ADF&G fish tickets and reports (retained catch numbers, retained
catch weight, and pot lifts by statistical area and landing date), on bycatch in the red king crab and Tanner
crab fisheries from the ADF&G observer database, and on bycatch in the groundfish trawl fisheries from
the NMFS groundfish observer database. The 1975-2018 NMFS trawl survey dataset was updated with
data from the 2019 survey, including sex-specific area-swept estimates of abundance, biomass, and size
composition. The 2019 survey biomass estimate for mature males was similar to that in 2018.

Changes to the basic model methods included: (1) treating the Tanner crab fishery bycatch size
compositions similarly to those from the groundfish fisheries by having the size compositions sum to 1
for both sexes combined (2) transitioning the mode to the General Model for Assessing Crab Stocks
(GMACS) modeling framework by performing a bridging analysis between the current model and a
similar model structure in GMACS

Three model scenarios were evaluated for the 2019 assessment. Model 18.0d was the accepted model
from the 2018 assessment with 2019 data and separating the groundfish fisheries bycatch data into trawl
and fixed gear during 1996-2018. Model 18.0e changed the length compositions of the Tanner crab
fishery bycatch in each year to sum to 1 for both sexes combined, thus treating this data the same as the
groundfish fisheries bycatch in the model. Model 19.0 is the GMACS model which is as close to model
18.0e as possible between the old framework and GMACS. The differences between models 18.0d and
18.0e were minimal and 18.0e was consistent in the treatment of all bycatch data therefore the model
comparisons focused on model 18.0e and 19.0.
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The CPT selected model scenario 19.0 as its recommended model for status determination and OFL
setting. Results from all scenarios were quite similar, and all of the models overpredicted the very low
2018 and 2019 NMFS survey biomasses. The CPT noted that a similar lack of fit has been found
previously when survey biomass dropped suddenly, reflecting uncertainty in whether the underlying
cause was a change in availability or mortality (i.e., the “hide ‘em/kill ‘em” uncertainty). Some of the
main differences between models 18.0e and 19.0 were the treatment of penalties and priors in GMACS.
Sensitivity analyses showed that, while they could not be mimicked in the model 18.0e framework, they
had little effect on model output. Treatment of selectivity is also different between the two models, with
model 18.0e having three parameters while model 19.0 has four parameters for male and female logistic
curves for a given period. This affects the estimation of selectivity of smaller size groups in model 19.0
and therefore the shape of the selectivity curves. There are also differences between the models in the
treatment of the relationship between the NMFS trawl survey and the BSFRF survey. The GMACS model
fits the NMFS biomass better than the BSFRF biomass whereas model 18.0e does the opposite. Overall,
considerable work has been done to bridge the current model with the GMACS modeling framework and
the CPT acknowledges this and recommends adopting model 19.0. This model transitions this stock to the
GMACS modeling platform. OFL and ABC’s were adopted from the GMACS model, with a 20% buffer
for ABC, consistent with last year’s ABC buffer and adoptions in other crab stocks.

Stock biomass and recruitment trends

Based on the CPT-recommended scenario, 19.0, the MMB at the time of mating is estimated to have been
highest early in the late 1970s (approximately 111 kt), with secondary peaks in 1989 (28 kt) and 2002/03
and 2010/11 (~31 kt). The estimated MMB at time of mating in 2018/19 was 16.92 kt. The projection for
the 2019/20 time of mating, which assumes the fishing mortality in 2019/20 matches that corresponding
to the OFL, is 15.96 kt. Estimates “of recruitment since 1985 have been generally low relative to those
estimated for the period prior to 1985 and intermittent peaks in 1995, 2002, and 2005 (49, 42, and 39
million crab, respectively). The relatively low recruitment estimate of 4.7 million crab for 2019 was lower
than that estimated last year.

Tier determination/Plan Team discussion and resulting OFL and ABC determination

Bristol Bay red king crab is in Tier 3. Based on the author’s discussion regarding an apparent reduction in
stock productivity associated with the 1976/77 climate regime shift in the EBS, the CPT recommends
computing average recruitment as has been done in recent assessments (i.e., based on model recruitment
using the time period 1984 and corresponding to fertilization in 1977) to the penultimate year of the
assessment. Following discussions at the January and May 2018 CPT meetings, the CPT concurred with
the author’s recommendation to drop the terminal year recruitment from the time period for average
recruitment because it is highly uncertain. The estimated Bsso, is 21.2 kt. MMB projected for 2019/20 is
15.96 kt, 75% of Bssy. Consequently, the BBRKC stock is in Tier 3b in 2019/20.

The CPT recommends that the OFL for 2019/20 be set according to model scenario 19.0, for which the
calculated OFL is 3.40 kt. Given the inability of the model to adequately fit the last two years (2018 and
2019) survey biomasses, the team recommends that the ABC for 2019/20 be set below the maximum
permissible ABC. The team recommends that a 20% buffer from the OFL be used to set the ABC at 2.72
kt. This buffer is consistent with 2018 CPT recommendations, which were based on the rather unusual
environmental conditions in the EBS the last two years (e.g., elevated bottom temperatures, lack of a cold
pool) and the model’s poor fit to the 2018 and 2019 survey data increase the uncertainty associated with
this stock and warrant additional precaution.

MMB for 2018/19 was estimated to be 16.92 kt and above MSST (10.62 kt); hence the stock was not

overfished in 2018/19. The total catch in 2018/19 (2.65 kt) was less than the 2018/19 OFL (5.34 kt);
hence overfishing did not occur in 2018/19. The stock at 2019/20 time of mating is projected to be above
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the MSST and 75% of Bassy (See above); hence the stock is not approaching an overfished condition in

2019/20.

Historical status and catch specifications for Bristol Bay red king crab (kt). Shaded values are new

estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on historical

assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

MSST

Biomass

Retained

Total

Year mme)  TAC Catch Cateh OFL ABC
2015/16  12.89 27.68 4.52 4.61 5.34 6.73 6.06
2016/17  12.53 25.81 3.84 3.92 4.28 6.64 5.97
2017/18  12.74 2486 2.99 3.09 3.48 5.60 5.04
2018/19  10.62 16.92 1.95 2.03 2.65 5.34 4.27
2019/20 15.96 3.40 2.72

Historical status and catch specifications for Bristol Bay red king crab (million Ib). Shaded values are
new estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on historical

assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

MSST

Biomass

Retained

Total

Year (MMB) TAC Catch Catch OFL ABC
2015/16 28.4 61.0 9.97 10.17 11.69 14.84 13.36
2016/17 27.6 56.9 8.47 8.65 9.63 14.63 13.17
2017/18 28.1 54.8 6.60 6.82 7.93 12.35 11.11
2018/19 23.4 37.3 431 431 5.85 11.76 941
2019/20 35.2 75 6.00
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3 Eastern Bering Sea Tanner crab

Fishery information relative to OFL setting

Eastern Bering Sea (EBS) Tanner crab are caught in directed Tanner crab fisheries, as bycatch in the
groundfish and scallop fisheries, as bycatch in the directed Tanner crab fishery (mainly as non-retained
females and sublegal males), and other crab fisheries (notably, eastern Bering Sea snow crab and, to a
lesser extent, Bristol Bay red king crab). A single OFL is set for Tanner crab in the EBS. Under the Crab
Rationalization Program, ADF&G sets separate TACs for directed fisheries east and west of 166° W
longitude. The mature male biomass was estimated to be below the Minimum Stock Size Threshold
(0.5Bmsy) in February 2010 (the assumed time of mating) based on trends in mature male biomass from
the survey, and NMFS declared the stock overfished in September 2010. The directed fishery was closed
from 2010/11 through 2012/13 crab fishery years.

NMPFS determined the stock was rebuilt in 2012 based on a new assessment model with a revised estimate
of Bwmsy. The directed fishery was open for the 2013/14 to 2015/16 seasons with a total allowable catch
(TAC) of 1,410t in 2013/14, 6,850 t in 2014/15, and 8,920 t in 2015/16. The total retained catch in
2015/16 (8,910 t) was the largest taken in the fishery since 1992/93. In 2016/17, ADF&G determined that
mature female biomass did not meet the criteria for opening a fishery according to the regulatory harvest
strategy, and the TAC was set at zero. Consequently, there was no directed harvest in 2016/17. In
2017/18, ADF&G determined that a directed fishery could occur in the area west of 166°W longitude.
The TAC was set at 1,110 t for 2018/19, of which 100% was taken.

Data and assessment methodology

The SSC accepted a size-structured assessment model for use in harvest specifications in 2012 and
classified the EBS Tanner stock as a Tier 3 stock. This year’s assessment used the modeling framework,
TCSAMO02, which was endorsed by the SSC in June 2017. The model is structured by crab size, sex, shell
condition, and maturity. The model uses available data on quantity and size-composition from: the NMFS
trawl survey; landings and discards by the directed fishery; bycatch in the Bristol Bay red king crab, EBS
snow crab, and groundfish fisheries. The model includes prior distributions on parameters related to
natural mortality and catchability, and penalties on changes in recruitment and in the proportion maturing.
Input data sets were updated with the most recent information, including the NMFS EBS trawl survey in
2019; bycatch, and size composition data from the 2018/19 crab fisheries; and data on Tanner crab
bycatch in the groundfish fisheries in 2018/19.

The model recommended by the CPT to set the OFL and the ABC incorporated the most recent survey
data and fishery data that was updated with both the most recent data and revised historical total catches.
These estimates were nearly the same as the original estimates after 1995 but showed much larger
changes in 1992-1995 (catches prior to 1992 were not revised). The revised fishery estimates had a
relatively large impact on the scale of the population relative to previous assessments--including the data
increased the estimated size of the population. However, given the re-analysis, this appears to be the best
available information and the CPT recommended adopting them after further discussion at the May 2019
CPT. It was not clear to the CPT what was driving the extreme sensitivity of the model to the revised
catch estimates and this could be a topic of further research in the future.

Stock biomass and recruitment trends

The MMB at the time of mating is estimated to have been highest in the early 1970s (approximately 300
kt), with secondary peaks in 1989 (75 kt), 2008/09 (76 kt), and in 2014/15 (83 kt). The estimated MMB at
time of mating in 2018/19 was 82.61 kt and the projection for the 2019/20 time of mating is 39.55 kt.
Estimates of recruitment since 1999 have been generally low relative to the peaks estimated for the period
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prior to 1990. There was a relatively strong recruitment estimated for 2017, 2018, and 2019, but these
estimates are very uncertain and will need to be confirmed by subsequent assessments.

Tier determination/Plan Team discussion and resulting OFL and ABC determination

The CPT recommends the OFL for this stock be based on the Tier 3 control rule. Application of the Tier 3
control rule requires a set of years for defining average recruitment corresponding to Busy under
prevailing environmental conditions. This recommended time period is 1982 — 2019; the 1982-and-
onwards time period has been used in previous OFL determination and follows the most recent
recommendation of the SSC.

Based on the estimated biomass at 15 February 2019, the stock is at Tier 3b. The Fusy proxy (Fasx) is 1.18
yr+, and the 2019/20 Forc is 1.08 yr=under the Tier 3b OFL Control Rule, which results in a total male
and female OFL of 28.86 kt. The CPT recommends a 20% buffer to account for model uncertainty and
stock productivity uncertainty be applied to the OFL to set ABC = 23.09 kt. The 20% buffer is the same
that the SSC recommended for determination of the 2018/19 ABC.

Historical status and catch specifications for Eastern Bering Sea Tanner crab (kt). Shaded values are
new estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on historical
assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

Total

Biomass TAC (East + Retained Catch
Year MSST (MMB) West) Catch Mortality = OFL ABC
2015/16 12.82 73.93 8.92 8.91 11.38 27.19 21.75
2016/17 14.58 77.96 0.00 0.00 1.14 2561 20.49
2017/18 15.15 64.09 1.13 1.13 2.37 25.42 20.33
2018/19 20.54 82.61 1.11 1.11 1.90 20.87 16.70
2019/20 39.55 28.86 23.09

Historical status and catch specifications for Eastern Bering Sea Tanner crab (million 1b). Shaded values
are new estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on
historical assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

Total

Biomass TAC (East + Retained Catch
Year MSST (MMB) West) Catch Mortality = OFL ABC
2015/16 28.27 162.99 19.67 19.64 25.09 59.94 47.95
2016/17 32.15 171.87 0.00 0.00 2.52 56.46  45.17
2017/18 33.40 95.49 2.50 2.50 5.22 56.03 44.83
2018/19 45.27 182.09 2.44 2.44 4.18 46.01 36.82
2019/20 87.18 63.62 50.89
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4 Pribilof Islands red king crab

The Pribilof Islands red king crab assessment is biennial with the last assessment conducted in 2017.
Information listed below summarizes the 2019 assessment.

Fishery information relative to OFL setting

The Pribilof Islands red king crab fishery began in 1973 as bycatch during the blue king crab fishery. In
1993 and 1994 the red king crab fishery was open to directed fishing, and blue king crab was closed.
From 1995 through 1998, combined Pribilof Islands red and blue king crab GHLs were used. Declines in
crab abundance of both red and blue king crab stocks from 1996 to 1998 resulted in poor fishery
performance with annual harvests below the GHLs. The Pribilof red king crab fishery has been closed
since 1999 due to uncertainty in estimated red king crab abundance and concerns for bycatch mortality of
blue king crab, which is overfished and severely depressed. Fishery closures near the Pribilof Islands have
resulted in low bycatch, recent bycatch has been well below the OFL, ranging from 1.0to 17.0t in
2012/13-2018/19.

Data and assessment methodology

The 2019 assessment is based on trends in male mature biomass (MMB) from NMFS bottom trawl survey
and commercial catch and trawl bycatch data through 2018/19. Three assessment methods using a Tier 4
harvest control rule were presented for evaluation: one calculated an annual index of MMB derived as the
3-yr running average using inverse variance weighting, the second was a random effects model, and the
third was a GMACS integrated method. The GMACS integrated model was presented with five
variations: 1) model 19.1: M from BBRKC, 2) model 19.2: 19.1+ more of the population selected in the
trawl bycatch, 3) model 19.3: 19.1+ molting probability shifted to the left, 4) model 19.4: 19.1+ increased
M (by Hamel method), and 5) model 19.5: 19.1+ increased M (by the Then and Hoenig method).

Stock biomass and recruitment trends

GMACS model fit to mature male biomass identified two peaks of biomasses. In recent years, observed
mature male biomass (>120 mm CL) peaked in 2015 and has steadily declined since then. The mature
male biomass varied widely over the history of the survey time series and uncertainty around area-swept
estimates of biomass were largely due to relatively low sample sizes. Recruitment estimated by the
GMACS integrated model appeared to be episodic. Survey length composition data suggest a new year-
class has been established recently, but its size is unclear. Numbers at length vary dramatically from year
to year; however, two cohorts can be seen moving through the length frequencies over time. GMACS
model estimated MMB peaked during 1999 to 2003 and systematically declined since then. However, the
2019 MMB (4,024 t) increased over that in 2018 (2,293 t).

Tier determination/Plan Team discussion and resulting OFL and ABC determination

The CPT recommended the Tier 4 stock status determination and selected the GMACS model 19.4. This
model was selected because it incorporates all available information for the stock and uses a more
defensible prior for M. The CPT also recommended use of a modified method of Bmsy estimation, which
is equal to 0.35*average MMB for 2000 to present, during which no directed fishery occurred. For
2019/20 the Busy = 1,733 t derived as the 0.35*mean MMB from 2000/01 to 2018/19 from the GMACS
model 19.4. Male mature biomass at the time of mating for 2018/19 was estimated at 5,368 t. The B/ Busy
=3.1and For.=0.21. B/ Bumsy proxy IS > 1, therefore the stock status level is Tier 4a. For the 2019/20
fishery, the OFL is 864 t. The CPT recommended a 25% buffer for an ABC from the OFL as in previous
years.
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Historical status and catch specifications for Pribilof Islands red king crab (t). Shaded values are new
estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on historical
assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

Biomass Retained Total

Year MSST  \iMBowe) TAC Catch  cCatch OF-  ABC

2015/16 2,756 9,062 0 0 432 2,119 1,467
2016/17 2,751 4,788 0 0 094 1,492 1,096
2017/18 2,751 3,439 0 0 141 404 303
2018/19 866 5,368 0 0 722 404 303
2019/20 864 648

Historical status and catch specifications for Pribilof Islands red king crab (million Ib). Shaded values
are new estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on
historical assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

Biomass Retained Total
Year MSST (MMB) TAC Catch Catch OFL ABC
2015/16 6.08 19.98 0 0 0.01 4.67 3.23
2016/17 6.06 10.56 0 0 0 3.29 2.42
2017/18 6.06 7.58 0 0 0 0.89 0.67
2018/19 1.91 11.83 0 0 0.02 0.89 0.67
2019/20 1.90 1.43

The stock was above MSST in 2018/19 and was not overfished. Overfishing did not occur during the
2018/19 fishing year.
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5 Pribilof Islands blue king crab

The Pribilof Islands blue king crab assessment is biennial with the last assessment conducted in 2017.
Information listed below summarizes the 2019 assessment.

Fishery information relative to OFL setting.

The Pribilof Islands blue king crab fishery began in 1973, with peak landings of 11.0 million Ib during the
1980/81 season. A steep decline in landings occurred after the 1980/81 season. Directed fishery harvest
from 1984/85 until 1987/88 was annually less than 1.0 million b with low CPUE. The fishery was closed
from 1988/89 through 1994/95 fishing seasons. The fishery reopened for the 1995/96 to 1998/99 seasons.
Fishery harvests during this period ranged from 1.3 to 2.5 million Ib. The fishery closed again for the
1999/00 season due to declining stock abundance and has remained closed to the present.

The stock was declared overfished in 2002 and a rebuilding plan implemented in 2004. The rebuilding
plan closed directed fishing for Pribilof blue king crab until the stock is rebuilt. In 2009, NMFS
determined the stock would not meet its 10-year rebuilding horizon. Subsequently, Amendment 43 to the
King and Tanner Crab FMP and Amendment 103 to the BSAI Groundfish FMP were approved by the
Secretary of Commerce in 2014. This action, a revised rebuilding plan, closed the Pribilof Island Habitat
Conservation Zone to Pacific cod pot fishing, which accounts for the highest recent rates of bycatch of
this stock. This area was already closed to groundfish trawl fishing. To prevent overfishing, ADF&G also
implements closure areas for the commercial crab fisheries to reduce the blue king crab bycatch. NMFS
has implemented procedures to account for blue king crab bycatch in the groundfish fisheries and take
action to prevent overfishing.

Data and assessment methodology

The calculation of the 2018/19 survey biomass uses the stock area definition established in 2012/13 that
includes an additional 20 nm strip east of the Pribilof District. This assessment uses the 2016/17
methodology to project MMB and calculate Busy. Prior to 2016/17, MMB was estimated from the NMFS
EBS bottom trawl survey using a three-year running average weighted by the inverse of the variance of
the area-swept estimate. The current methodology to calculate MMB and Busy uses a random effects
model to smooth the survey time series.

In 2017, the assessment was moved from September to May, which has required that several data inputs
to the model (assessment year MMB at the time of the survey and retained catch and bycatch values from
the crab fishery year prior to the assessment year) be estimated in some fashion. For the 2019 assessment,
MMB at the time of survey (July 2019) was estimated from the observed time series using the random
effects as a 1-step ahead prediction. The values of year-to-date bycatch in the crab and groundfish
fisheries on April 1, 2019 were taken as estimates of the 2018/19 year-end values for rebuilding status
determination. These values were updated in September 2019 to evaluate overfishing status, which did
not occur.

Stock biomass and recruitment trends

The 2019/20 MMB at mating is projected to be 175 t, which is approximately 4% of the proxy for Busy.
The Pribilof blue king crab stock biomass continues to be low with no indication of recruitment.

Tier determination/Plan Team discussion and resulting OFL and ABC determination

This stock is recommended for placement into Tier 4. Busy was estimated using the time periods 1980/81
-1984/85 and 1990/91-1997/98. This range was chosen because it eliminates periods of extremely low
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abundance that may not be representative of the production potential of the stock. Busy is estimated at
4,106 t for 2019/20.

Because the projected 2019/20 estimate of MMB is less than 25% Bwsy, the stock is in stock status ¢ and
the directed fishery F is 0. However, an For. must be determined for the non-directed catch. For this
stock, the For. is based on average groundfish bycatch between 1999/2000 and 2005/06, a time period
determined as part of the rebuilding plan. The recommended OFL for 2019/20 is 1.16 t.

The CPT continues to recommend setting the ABC less than the maximum permissible by employing a
25% buffer on the OFL. This recommendation was based upon continuing concerns with stock status and
consistency with relative buffer levels for other stocks for which the OFL is based upon average catch.

Historical status and catch specifications for Pribilof Islands blue king crab (t). Shaded values are new
estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on historical
assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

Year MSST Biomass TAC Retained  Total OFL ABC
(MMB) Catch Catch

2015/16 2,058 361 Closed 0 1.18 1.16 0.87
2016/17 2,053 232 Closed 0 0.38 1.16 0.87
2017/18 2,053 230 Closed 0 0.33 1.16 0.87
2018/19 2,053 230 Closed 0 0.41 1.16 0.87
2019/20 175 1.16 0.87
2020/21 175 1.16 0.87

Historical status and catch specifications for Pribilof Islands blue king crab (million Ib). Shaded values
are new estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on
historical assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

Year MSST Biomass TAC Retained Total OFL ABC
(MMB) Catch Catch

2015/16 4,537 0.796 Closed 0 0.0026 0.0026 0.002
2016/17 4,526 0.511 Closed 0 0.0008 0.0026 0.002
2017/18 4,526 0.507 Closed 0 0.0007 0.0026 0.002
2018/19 4.526 0.507 Closed 0 0.0009 0.0026 0.002
2019/20 0.386 0.0026 0.002
2020/21 0.386 0.0026 0.002

The total catch for 2017/18 (0.33 t) and 2018/19 (0.41 t) was less than the associated OFLs (1.16 t for
both years) so overfishing did not occur during 2017/18 or 2018/19. The 2019/20 projected MMB
estimate of 175 t is below the proxy for MSST (MMB/Bwumsy = 0.04) so the stock is projected to continue
to be in an overfished condition.
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6 St. Matthew blue king crab

Fishery information relative to OFL setting

The fishery was prosecuted as a directed fishery from 1977 to 1998. Harvests peaked in 1983/84 when
4,288 t (9.453 million Ib) were landed by 164 vessels. Harvest was fairly stable from 1986/87 to 1990/91,
averaging 568 t (1.252 million Ib) annually. Harvest increased to a mean catch of 1,496 t (3.298 million
Ib) during the 1991/92 to 1998/99 seasons until the fishery was declared overfished and closed in 1999
when the stock size estimate was below the MSST. In November 2000, Amendment 15 to the FMP was
approved to implement a rebuilding plan for the St. Matthew Island blue king crab stock. The rebuilding
plan included a harvest strategy identified in regulation by the Alaska Board of Fisheries, an area closure
to control bycatch, and gear modifications. In 2008/09 and 2009/10, the MMB was estimated to be above
Bwmsy for two years and the stock declared rebuilt in 2009.

The fishery re-opened in 2009/10, closed in 2013/14, opened from 2014/15 — 2015/16, and has been
closed since 2016/17. Bycatch of non-retained blue king crab has occurred in the St. Matthew blue king
crab fishery, the eastern Bering Sea snow crab fishery, and trawl and fixed-gear groundfish fisheries. The
stock declined below the minimum stock size threshold in 2018 and was declared overfished. A
rebuilding plan is under development.

Data and assessment methodology

This assessment is conducted in GMACS, which was first accepted for use by the SSC in June 2016. This
assessment uses the same model configuration as last year but differs from the original GMACS model in
that natural and fishing mortality are continuous within 5 discrete seasons. The model incorporates the
following data: (1) commercial catch data; (2) annual trawl survey data; (3) triennial pot survey data; (4)
bycatch data in the groundfish trawl and groundfish fixed-gear fisheries; and (5) ADF&G crab-observer
composition data.

Stock biomass and recruitment trends

Following a period of low values after the stock was declared overfished in 1999, trawl-survey indices of
stock abundance and biomass generally increased to well above average during 2007-2012. In 2013
survey biomass declined (~40% of the mean value) but was followed by average biomass estimates in
2014 and 2015, but with survey CVs of 77% and 45%, respectively). The 2016 survey biomass fell to
3,485 t, followed by continued declines to the 2018 survey estimate of 1,731 t. The 2019 survey estimate
of 3,170 t represents an increase of 83% from 2018 but remains low in a historical context.

Because little information about the abundance of small crab is available for this stock, recruitment has
been assessed in terms of the number of male crab within the 90-104 mm CL size class in each year. The
2019 trawl-survey area-swept estimate of 0.403 million males in this size class is the twelfth lowest in the
42-year time series since 1978 and follows two of the lowest observed recruitments in 2017 and 2018.

Tier determination/Plan Team discussion and resulting OFL and ABC determination

The stock assessment examines four model configurations: (1) Model 18.0 - the 2018 recommended
model; (2) Model 19.0 — the reference model updated with new data; (3) Model 19.1, which gives greater
weight to fitting the NMFS trawl and the ADF&G pot surveys, and Model 19.2, which estimates an
additional CV for the ADF&G pot survey. A variant of model 19.0 (Model 19.0a) differs only in the
range of years used to calculate reference points.

The CPT concurs with the author’s recommendation to use the reference model 19.0 for the 2019/20 crab
year. This stock is in Tier 4. The CPT recommends that the full assessment period (1978/79-2018/19) be
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used to define the proxy for Busy in terms of average estimated MMBmaiing. The projected MMB estimated
for 2019/20 under the recommended model is 1,151 t and the Fusy proxy is the natural mortality rate
(0.18year) and For, is 0.042, resulting in a mature male biomass OFL of 0.04 kt. The MMB/Busy ratio
is 0.310. The author recommended and the CPT concurred with a 20% buffer on the OFL for the ABC
which was consistent with the approach used last year. The ABC based on this buffer is 0.03 kt.

Historical status and catch specifications for Saint Matthew blue king crab (kt). Shaded values are new
estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on historical
assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

Biomass Retained Total Male
Year MSST (MMBmating) TAC Catch Catch OFL ABC
2015/16 1.84 2.11 0.19 0.05 0.05 0.28 0.22
2016/17 1.97 2.23 0.00 0.00 0.001 0.14 0.11
2017/18 1.85 1.29 0.00 0.00 0.003 0.12 0.10
2018/19 1.74 1.15 0.00 0.00 0.001 0.04 0.03
2019/20 1.08 0.04 0.03

Historical status and catch specifications for Saint Matthew blue king crab (million Ib). Shaded values
are new estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table entries are based on
historical assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

Biomass Retained Total Male
Year MSST (MMBmating) TAC Catch Catch OFL ABC
2015/16 4.0 4.65 0.41 0.105 0.117 0.62 0.49
2016/17 4.30 491 0.00 0.000 0.002 0.31 0.25
2017/18 4.1 2.85 0.00 0.000 0.007 0.27 0.22
2018/19 3.84 2.54 0.00 0.000 0.002 0.08 0.07
2019/20 2.38 0.10 0.08

The stock was below MSST in 2017/18 and was declared overfished. A rebuilding plan for the stock is
under development. Total catch was less than the OFL in 2018/19 and hence overfishing did not occur.
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7 Norton Sound red king crab

Fishery information relative to OFL setting

The Norton Sound red king crab (NSRKC) stock supports three main fisheries: summer commercial,
winter commercial, and winter subsistence. The summer commercial fishery, which accounts for most of
the catch, reached a peak in the late 1970s at a little over 2.9 million Ib. retained catch. Retained catches
since 1982 have been below 0.5 million Ib., averaging 0.3 million Ib., including several low years in the
1990s. As the crab population rebounded, retained catches have increased to around 0.5 million Ib. in
recent years, but were around 0.3 million Ib. in 2018.

Data and assessment methodology

Four types of surveys for NSRKC have occurred periodically during the last three decades: summer trawl,
summer pot, winter pot, and preseason summer pot, but none of these surveys have been conducted every
year. The assessment is based on a male-only length-based model of male crab abundance that combines
multiple sources of data. A maximum likelihood approach was used to estimate abundance, recruitment,
and selectivity and catchability of the commercial pot gear. The model has been updated to include the
following data: total catch, catch length composition, discard length composition data from the 2018
summer commercial fishery, and 2018 winter commercial and subsistence catch. New trend data in the
assessment included 2018 ADFG survey in Norton Sound. In addition, the standardized commercial catch
CPUE indices were updated to include data for 1977-2018. The current model assumes a constant M=0.18
yr! for all length classes except the the > 123mm CL length-class, which had an estimated value of 0.583
yr. Logistic functions are used to describe fishery and survey selectivities, except for a dome-shaped
function examined for the winter pot fishery.

The assessment author envaulted eight model alternatives, a base model (model 18.0) that assumes fixed
retention selectivity and uses retention and discards length-composition data to estimate total catch
selectivity, and several other models that incorporate different stanzas (1987-1994 and 2012-2018) of size
composition data from the summer and winter commercial fisheries and estimate separate retention
selectivities for the summer and winter fisheries.

The CPT recommended model 18.2b which estimates commercial fishery retention selectivity using
summer commercial 2012-2018 total catch length composition data, 1987-1994 summer commercial
fishery discard length composition data, and 2015-2018 winter commercial fishery retention length
composition data. Estimating retention selectivity did not change fit to population dynamics, but
improved fits of commercial retention and tag recovery data that inform the size transition matrix and
molt probabilities. Estimating separate retention selectivities for the summer and winter fisheries did not
improve the model fit.

Stock biomass and recruitment trends

Mature male biomass was estimated to be at an historic low in 1982 following a sharp decline from the
peak biomass in 1977. The MMB then exhibited an increase from a low in 1997 to a peak in 2010, before
showing minor declines and increases close to the Bwsy proxy. The stock is currently estimated to be on a
downward trend. Estimated recruitment was weak during the late 1970s and high during the early 1980s,
with a slight downward trend from 1983 to 1993. Estimated recruitment has generally been variable, with
a slight decrease in the last several years.

Tier determination/Plan Team discussion and resulting OFL and ABC determination

The team continues to recommend Tier 4 for Norton Sound red king crab. The Bwsy proxy, calculated as the
average of mature male biomass on February 1 during 1980-2019 was 4.57 million Ib. The estimated
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2019 mature male biomass on February 1 using Model 18.2b is 3.12 million Ib., which is below the Bwmsy
proxy fOr this stock, placing Norton Sound red king crab in status category 4b. The Fusy proxy is M =0.18 yr1
and the ForL=0.118yr, because the 2019 mature male biomass is less than Bwsy proxy, with the CPT
choosing the default of gamma =1.0.

The CPT recommends that the OFL for 2019 be set according to model 18.2b, for which the calculated
OFL is 0.24 million Ib. (0.11 thousand t). The team recommends that the ABC for 2019 be set below the
maximum permissible ABC. The team recommends that the SSC-endorsed buffer of 20% from the OFL
be used to set the ABC at 0.19 million Ib. (0.09 thousand t). The OFL is a retained catch OFL although a
total catch OFL is computed as part of the assessment. The recommendation of an ABC less than the
maximum permissible is recommended due to concern about model specification and unresolved
competing hypotheses about whether the lack of large male crab in the fisheries and surveys is from
increased natural mortality or movement out of the area.

Status and catch specifications (1000t). Shaded values are new estimates or projections based on the
current assessment. Other table entries are based on historical assessments and are not updated except
for total and retained catch.

Biomass Retai neq To'gal Retained Retain

Year MSST (MMB) GHL  Commercial Retained Catch catch
Catch Catch OFL ABC

2015 1.09 2.33 0.18 0.18 0.24 0.33 0.26
2016 1.03 2.66 0.24 0.23 0.24 0.32 0.26
2017 1.05 2.33 0.23 0.22 0.24 0.30 0.24
2018 1.09 1.85 0.13 0.14 0.15 0.20 0.16
2019 1.03 1.41 TBD TBD TBD 0.11 0.09

1: Summer commercial fishery
2: Summer commercial fishery, winter commercial fishery and subsistence fishery

Status and catch specifications (million Ib.) Shaded values are new estimates or projections based on the
current assessment. Other table entries are based on historical assessments and are not updated except
for total and retained catch.

Retained Retain

Biomass Retained  Total
Year MSST GHL 1 ,  Catch catch

(MMB) Catch Catch OFL ABC
2015 2.41 5.13 0.39 0.40 0.52 0.72 058 ol
2016 2.26 5.87 0.52 0.51 0.52 0.71 057  retained
2017 2.31 5.14 0.50 0.49 0.50 0.67 054  catch
2018 2.41 4.08 0.30 0.31 0.34 0.43 0.35  during
2019 2.24 312 TBD  TBD TBD 024 019 2018did

not exceed
the OFL for this stock, thus overfishing is not occurring. Stock biomass is above MSST; thus, the stock is
not overfished.
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8 Aleutian Islands Golden King Crab

Fishery information relative to OFL setting

The directed fishery has been prosecuted annually since the 1981/82 season. Retained catch peaked in
1986/87 at 14.7 million Ib and averaged 11.9 million Ib over the 1985/86-1989/90 seasons. Average
harvests dropped sharply from 1989/90 to 1990/91 to a level of 6.9 million Ib for the period 1990/91-
1995/96. Management based on a formally established GHL began with the 1996/97 season. The 5.9
million Ib GHL established for the 1996/97 season, which was based on the previous five-year average
catch, was subsequently reduced to 5.7 million Ib beginning in 1998/99. The GHL (or TAC, since
2005/06) remained at 5.700 million Ib for 2007/08, but was increased to 5.985 million Ib for the 2008/09-
2011/12 seasons, and to 6.290 million Ib starting with the 2012/13 season. The TAC was reduced to 5.545
million Ib for the 2016/17 season and increased to 6.356 million Ib for the 2018/19 season. This fishery is
rationalized under the Crab Rationalization Program.

Total mortality of Al golden king crab includes retained catch in the directed fishery, mortality of
discarded catch, and bycatch in fixed-gear and trawl groundfish fisheries, though bycatch in other
fisheries is low compared to mortality in the directed fishery. Retained catch in the post-rationalized
fishery (2005/06-2018/19) has ranged from 5.245 million 1b in 2006/07 to 6.536 million Ib in 2018/19.
Total mortality ranged from 5.427 to 7.396 million Ib for the same period.

Data and assessment methodology

The assessment for Al golden king crab establishes a single OFL and ABC for the whole stock; however,
separate models are evaluated for EAG and WAG owing to different abundance trends in each area. A
modeling framework based on only fisheries data for Al golden king crab was under development for
several years with model assumptions and data inputs refined by reviews by the SSC and CPT. The CIE
also reviewed the model and stock assessment in June 2018. The current modeling framework was
recommended by the CPT in September 2016 and approved by the SSC in October 2016.

The model-based stock assessment involves fitting male-only population dynamics models to data on
catches and discards in the directed fishery, discards in the groundfish fishery, standardized indices of
abundance based on observer data, fish ticket data, length-frequency data for the directed fishery (landing
and total catch), and mark-recapture data. These data are complete through the 2018/19 season.

The assessment authors examined five model scenarios for EAG and five model scenarios for WAG in
this assessment cycle. Model 18 0 was the base model last year (Model 17_0) with new data in the
2017/18 fishing season. Model 18_1 is the same as Model 18 0 except the number of gear codes was
reduced for fishery CPUE standardization. Model 19_0 is the same as Model 18_0 with new data from
the 2018/19 fishing season. Model 19 1 is the same as Model 18.1 with new data from the 2018/19
fishing season. Model 19 _2a is the same as Model 19 _1 plus a year and area interaction factor during
years 2005/06 - 2018/19 for EAG, and Model 19_2 is the same as Model 19_1 plus a year and area
interaction factor during years 1995/96 - 2018/19 for WAG. The authors recommended Model 19 1 or
Models 19 2/19 2a for a base model for overfishing determination.

The CPT considered Models 19_0, 19 1, and 19 _2/19 2a (all include the 2018/19 fishery data). Model
19 1 is preferred over Model 19 0 due to simplification of gear codes and the fact that model
performances were very similar. Models 19 2 and 19 2a include a year and area interaction factor which
may be important for fishery CPUE standardization. However, the CPT has concerns about the current
area footprint calculation and with not using the year and area interaction factor during 1995/96-2004/05
for EAG due to high estimated log(CPUE) variances. It appears that further improvement is needed for
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Models 19 2 and 19 2a before adoption as the base model. The CPT recommends base model 19 1 for
OFL and ABC determination for 2019/2020.

This is the only crab assessment that relies solely on fishery CPUE as an index of abundance, with the
CPUE index standardization process subject to past CPT and SSC review. The CPT recommended that
the model be used to provide management reference points based on the Tier 3 control rule in January
2017 and this tier recommendation was endorsed by the SSC in February 2017.

An industry-ADF&G collaborative survey has been conducted for this stock during 2015-2018. A
preliminary model using the first two years' index from this survey was evaluated in the assessment in
2018; however, additional index development is needed before the model with the survey data is suitable
to provide management advice.

Stock biomass and recruitment trends

Estimated mature male biomass (MMB) for the EAG decreased from high levels until the 1990s after
which the trend has been increasing. In contrast, the MMB for WAG increased from a low in the 1990s
until 2007/08 and then declined again. There has been a slight increase in MMB in WAG since 2014.
Recruitment for the EAG was variable and high during 2014-2016 while recruitment for WAG is lower in
recent years than during the 1980s. Stock trends reflected the fishery standardized CPUE trends in both
areas.

Summary of major changes

The assessment model recommended by the CPT is similar to the model used in the previous assessment.
There were minor changes in the CPUE standardization that had minor effects on assessment results.

Tier determination/Plan Team discussion and resulting OFL and ABC determination

The CPT recommends that this stock be managed as a Tier 3 stock in 2019/20. A single OFL and ABC is
defined for AIGKC; however, separate models are available by area. The CPT recommends that stock
status be determined by adding the estimates of current MMB and Bwusy by area. This stock status is then
used to determine the ratio of For to Fase by area, which is then used to calculate the OFLs by area
which are then added together to calculate an OFL for the entire stock. The SSC has concurred with this
approach. The stock is currently estimated to be above Busy in both areas therefore no adjustment is
needed to the For. to determine the combined OFL for both areas.

The CPT recommends that the Bmsy proxy for the Tier 3 harvest control rule be based on the average
recruitment from 1987-2012, years for which recruitment estimates are relatively precise.
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Status and catch specifications (1000 t) for Aleutian Islands golden king crab (scenario 19 _1).
Shaded values are new estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table
entries are based on historical assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

Biomass Retained Total
Year  usst mve) ¢ catch  cach  OTC ABC
2015/16  N/A__N/A 2853 2729 3076 569 4.26
2016/17 N/A  N/A 2515 2593 2947 569 4.26

2017/18  6.044 14.205 2.515 2.585 2.942 6.048 4.536
2018/19 5.880 17.848 2.883 2.965 3.355 5.514 4.136
2019/20 15.944 5.249 3.937

Status and catch specifications (million Ib) for Aleutian Islands golden king crab (scenario 19_1).
Shaded values are new estimates or projections based on the current assessment. Other table
entries are based on historical assessments and are not updated except for total and retained catch.

Biomass Retained Total

Year  mvsst  mmB) A cawch  cach  OFF ABC
2015116 NIA N/A 6290 6016 6782 1253  9.40
2016/17  NIA N/A 5545 5716 6497 1253  9.40

2017/18 13.325 31.315  5.545 5.699 6.487  13.333 10.000
2018/19 12.964 39.348 6.356 6.536 7396  12.157 9.118
2019/20 35.150 11.572  8.679

Total fishery mortality in 2018/19 was 7.396 million Ib, less than the OFL of 12.157 million Ib, thus
overfishing for the 2018/19 season did not occur.

Additional Plan Team recommendations

The CPT recommended additional assessment work in a number of areas. Additional development is
needed for fishery CPUE standardization, including further development in year-area interactions. The
chela measurement data should be reanalyzed using recently collected fishery and survey data to better
estimate the maturity of AIGKC. The bias of retrospective biomass estimates for EAG needs to be
checked and investigated for any model misspecifications. Uncertainty of recruitment estimates in the
terminal years should be assessed to determine how many years of recruitment estimates in the terminal
years are excluded for Bssy estimation. Use of GMACS for the AIGKC assessment should be explored.
Finally, additional work is needed to obtain an index using the cooperative pot survey data for use in the
EAG assessment model.
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9 Pribilof District Golden King Crab

In accordance with the approved schedule, no assessment was conducted for Pribilof District golden king
crab this year, however, a full stock assessment will be conducted in 2020. Until then, the values
generated from the previous stock assessment (below) will be rolled over for 2018/19 specifications.
Additional information listed below summarizes the 2017 assessment.

Fishery information relative to OFL setting

The Pribilof Islands golden king crab fishery began in the 1981/82 season, but is currently managed by
calendar year. The directed fishery mainly occurs in Pribilof Canyon of the continental slope. Peak directed
harvest was 388 t by 50 vessels during the 1983/84 season; fishery participation has since been sporadic
and retained catches vary from 0 to 155 t. A guideline harvest level (GHL) was first established in 1999 at
91 t and the fishery has been managed with a GHL of 68 t since 2000. No directed fishery occurred during
2006-2009, 2015, and 2016, but one vessel landed catch in 2010, two vessels landed catch in 2011, one
vessel landed catch each year from 2012 to 2014, two vessels landed catch in 2017, and one vessel landed
catch in 2018. Discarded (non-retained) catch has occurred in the directed golden king crab fishery, the
eastern Bering Sea snow crab fishery, the Bering Sea grooved Tanner crab fishery, and in Bering Sea
groundfish fisheries. Estimates of annual total fishery mortality during 2001-2018 due to crab fisheries
range from 73 t. Estimates of annual fishery mortality during 1991/92-2018 due to groundfish fisheries
range from negligible to 8.84 t. Total fishery mortality in groundfish fisheries during the 2018 crab fishing
year was 1.54 t.

Data and assessment methodology

There is no assessment model for this stock. Fish ticket and observer data are available, size-frequency data
from samples of landed crabs, and pot lifts sampled during the fishery, and from the groundfish fisheries.
Much of the directed fishery data are confidential due to low participation levels. A random effects model
using slope survey data was explored; however, the model fit was poor for mature and legal size male,
likely due to small number of data points and the high variance.

Stock biomass and recruitment trends

There is no stock biomass data used in this Tier 5 assessment.

Tier determination/Plan Team discussion and resulting OFL and ABC determination

The CPT recommends this stock be managed under Tier 5 in 2018, 2019, and 2020. The CPT concurs with
the author’s recommended status quo OFL of 0.20 million Ib and an ABC of 0.15 million Ib. The ABC was
derived by applying a 25% buffer of the OFL, ABC = 0.75 * OFL, the same buffer used for other Tier 5
stocks with similar levels of concern. The 2018-2020 OFL calculation is the same as recommended by the
SSC for 2012-2017:

OFL 20182020 = (1+R2001-2010) *RE T 1993-1998 + BMnc 1994-1998 + BMgr,1992/93-1998/99

where,
®  Ropoimo is the average of the estimated annual ratio of Ib of bycatch mortality to Ib of
retained in the directed fishery during 2001-2010.
o RETig31908 IS the average annual retained catch in the directed crab fishery during 1993-
1998.
o  BMnc 19021008 IS the estimated average annual bycatch mortality in non-directed crab
fisheries during 1994-1998.
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o BMgr,1992193-1908199 IS the estimated average annual bycatch mortality in groundfish fisheries
during 1992/93-1998/99.

Status and catch specifications (t) of Pribilof District golden king crab

Calendar Biomass Retained Total
Year MSST (MMB) GHL Catch Catch OFL ABC
2015 N/A N/A 59 0 1.92 91 68
2016 N/A N/A 59 0 0.24 91 68
2017 N/A N/A 59 Conf. Conf. 93 70
2018 N/A N/A 59 Conf. Conf. 93 70
2019 N/A N/A 59 Conf. Conf. 93 70
2020 N/A N/A 93 70

N/A = not available
Conf. = confidential

Status and catch specifications (millions Ib) of Pribilof District golden king crab

Calendar Biomass Retained Total
Year MSST (MMB) GHL Catch Catch OFL ABC
2015 N/A N/A 0.13 0 0.004 0.20 0.15
2016 N/A N/A 0.13 0 <0.001 0.20 0.15
2017 N/A N/A 0.13 Conf. Conf. 0.20 0.15
2018 N/A N/A 0.13 Conf. Conf. 0.20 0.15
2019 N/A N/A 0.13 Conf. Conf. 0.20 0.15
2020 N/A N/A 0.20 0.15

N/A = not available
Conf. = confidential

32



C4 BSAI Crab SAFE Introduction
OCTOBER 2019

10 Western Aleutian Islands red king crab

In accordance with the approved schedule, no assessment was conducted for Western Aleutian Islands
king crab this year, however, a full stock assessment will be conducted in 2020. Until then, the values
generated from the previous stock assessment (below) will be rolled over for 2018/19 specifications.
Additional information listed below summarizes the 2017 assessment.

Fishery information relative to OFL and ABC setting

The domestic fishery has been prosecuted every season from 1960/61 to 1995/96. During the early years
of the fishery through the late 1970s, most or all of the retained catch was harvested in the area between
172° W longitude and 179°15"' W longitude. Peak harvest occurred during the 1964/65 season with a
retained catch of 9,611 t. As the annual retained catch decreased into the mid-1970s and the early-1980s,
the area west of 179°15' W longitude began to account for a larger portion of the retained catch. After
1995/96, the fishery was opened only occasionally. There was an exploratory fishery in 1998/99, three
commissioner’s permit fisheries in limited areas during 2000/01-2002/03 to allow for ADF&G-Industry
surveys, and two commercial fisheries with a GHL of 227 t in 2002/03 and 2003/04 in the Petrel Bank
area. The fishery has been closed since 2003/04.

Retained catch from 1985/86 to 1994/95 averaged 426 t, but the retained catch during the 1995/96 season
dropped to 18 t. Most of the catch since the 1990/91 season was harvested in the Petrel Bank area
(between 179° W longitude and 179° E longitude) and the last two commercial fishery seasons were
opened only in the Petrel Bank area with 231 t in 2002/03 and 218 t in 2003/04. Non-retained catch of red
king crabs occurs in both the directed red king crab fishery, the Aleutian Islands golden king crab fishery,
and in groundfish fisheries. Estimated bycatch mortality in the crab fisheries during the 1995/96 to
2018/19 seasons averaged 1 t in crab fisheries and 1 t in groundfish fisheries. Estimated annual total
fishing mortality from 1995/96 to 2018/19 averaged 31 t. The average retained catch during that period
was 24 t. This fishery is rationalized under the Crab Rationalization Program only for the area west of
179° W longitude.

Data and assessment methodology

The 1960/61 to 2007/08 time series of retained catch (number and pounds of crabs), effort (vessels,
landings and pot lifts), average weight and average carapace length of landed crabs, and catch-per-unit
effort (number of crabs per pot lift) are available. Bycatch from crab fisheries from 1995/96 to 2018/19
and from groundfish fisheries from 1993/94 to 2018/19 are available. There is no assessment model for
this stock. The standardized surveys of the Petrel Bank area conducted by ADF&G in 2006 and 2009 and
the ADF&G-Industry Petrel Bank surveys conducted in 2001 were too limited in geographic scope and
too infrequent for reliable estimation of abundance for the entire western Aleutian Islands area.

Stock biomass and recruitment trends

Estimates of stock biomass, recruitment trends, and current levels relative to virgin or historic levels are
not available for this stock. The fishery has been closed since 2003/04 due to apparent poor recruitment.
A 2009 survey conducted by ADF&G in the Petrel Bank area encountered an ageing population of legal
male crab occurring in a more limited area and at lower densities than were found in a 2006 survey and
provided no expectations for recruitment. A test fishery conducted by a commercial vessel during
October-December 2009 in the area west of Petrel Bank yielded only one legal male red king crab. A
cooperative red king crab survey was performed by the Aleutian Islands King Crab Foundation and
ADF&G in the Petrel Bank area in November 2016 averaged less than one crab per pot lift suggesting
that the stock is in poor condition.
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Tier determination/Plan Team discussion and resulting OFL and ABC determination

The CPT recommends that this stock be managed under Tier 5 for the 2017/18, 2018/19, and 2019/20
seasons. The CPT concurs with the assessment author’s recommendation of an OFL based on the
1995/96-2007/08 average total catch following the recommendation of the SSC in June 2010 to set the
time period for computing the OFL at 1995/96-2007/08. The CPT recommends an OFL for 2017/18 to
2019/20 of 56 t.

The CPT continues to have concerns regarding the depleted condition of this stock. Groundfish bycatch in
recent years has accounted for the majority of the total catch. The CPT recommends an ABC of 14 t for
2017/18, 2018/19, and 2019/20 which is equivalent to a 75% buffer on OFL. The recommended ABC is
less than that which was recommended by the SSC for 2012/13 — 2016/17 because 1) the industry has not
expressed interest in a small test fishery, and 2) because the stock is severely depressed as indicated by
the 2016 Petrel survey (CPT minutes for May 2017).

Status and catch specifications (t) of Western Aleutian Islands red king crab

Fishin Biomass Retained Total

Yearg MSST (MMB) TAC Catch Catch OFL ABC
2015/16 N/A N/A Closed 0 1.3 56 34
2016/17 N/A N/A Closed 0 <1 56 34
2017/18 N/A N/A Closed 0 <1 56 14
2018/19 N/A N/A Closed 0 <1 56 14
2019/20 N/A N/A 56 14

Status and catch specifications (million 1b) of Western Aleutian Islands red king crab

Fishin i i

e et R DM o s
2015/16 N/A N/A Closed 0 0.00296 0.12387 0.07432
2016/17 N/A N/A Closed 0 0.00045 0.12387 0.07432
2017/18 N/A N/A Closed 0 0.00075 0.12387 0.03097
2018/19 N/A N/A Closed 0 0.00031 0.12387 0.03097
2019/20 N/A N/A 0.12387 0.03097
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Figures and Tables
BSAI Crab stock status
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Figure 2.  Status of eight Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands crab stocks in relation to status determination
criteria (Busy, MSST, overfishing) for 2019. Note that information is insufficient to assess Tier
5 stocks according to these criteria (WAIRKC, PIGKC).
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Table 4. Crab Plan Team recommendations from the September 2019 meeting. Note that recommendations are final values from the SSC for
stock 7 (February) and 5 and 8 (June); stocks 9 and 10 were not assessed in 2019. Hatched areas indicate parameters not applicable
for that tier. Values are in thousand metric tons (kt).

S B or Busy basis [2 2019720 381 2019/20 ABC
Chapter Stock Tier tz:)tus ForL MSY years!!] 2019/20 MMB/ v Mortality (M) 2019/20
(ar ,C) BMSYproxy MMB MMBusy OFL ABC Buffer
1982-2018 0.41 (mat. females)

1 EBSsnow crab 3 a 1.93 126.1 . 167.3 1.33 0.31 (imm.) 54.90 43.90 20%
[recruitment]
0.30 (mat. males)

2 BB red king crab 3 b 0.22 21.25 1984.-2018 15.96 0.75 0.18 3.40 2.72 20%
[recruitment]

1982-current 0.30 (mat. females)
3 EBS Tanner crab 3 b 1.08 41.07 . 39.55 0.96 0.23 (imm.) 28.86 23.09 20%
[recruitment]
0.30 (mat. males)

Pribilof Islands red 2001-

0,
4 King crab 4 a 0.21 1.73 present 5.37 3.10 1 0.21 0.86 0.65 25%
[MMB]
1980/81-
Pribilof Islands 1984/85 &
0,
5 blue King crab 4 c 0.18 411 1990/91- 0.175 0.04 1 0.18 0.00116 0.00087 25%
1997/98
[MMB]
St. Matthew Island 1978-2018
6 - Viatthew island c 0.04 3.48 [MMB] 1.08 031 1 0.18 0044 0035  20%
blue king crab
Norton Sound red 1980-2018
0,
7 king crab 4 b 0.12 2.06 [MMB] 1.41 0.68 1 0.18 0.11 0.09 20%
Al golden king EAG (0.66) 1987/88- 0
8 crab 3 a WAG (0.60) 11.76 2012/13 15.94 1.36 0.21 5.25 3.94 25%
9 Pribilof _Islands 5 See intro 0.09 0.07 2506
golden king crab chapter
Western Al red 1995/96-
0,
10 king crab 5 2007/08 0.06 0.01 5%

[ For Tiers 3 and 4 where Bwmsy or Bumsvyproxy is estimable, the years refer to the time period over which the estimate is made. For Tier 5 stocks it is the years upon which the
catch average for OFL is obtained.

[2lMMB as projected in Feb 2019 for Norton Sound red king crab, and June 2019 for AIGKC.

Bl AIGKC OFL and ABC calculated by author outside the chapter for using the Approach 2 combination of EAG and WAG and 25% buffer between OFL and ABC.
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Table 5. Maximum permissible ABCs for 2019/20 and SSC recommended ABCs for three stocks where
the SSC recommendation is below the maximum permissible ABC, as defined by
Amendment 38 to the Crab FMP. Values are in thousand metric tons (kt).

2019/20 2019/20
Stock Tier Max ABC ABC
EBS Snow Crab! 3 54.777 43.9
Bristol Bay RKC? 3 3.371 2.72
Tanner Crab® 3 28.790 23.09
Pribilof Islands RKC* 4 0.853 0.65
Pribilof Islands BKC* 4 0.00104 0.00087
Saint Matthew BKC? 4 0.0438 0.035
Norton Sound RKC? 4 0.109 0.09
Aleutian Islands GKC? 3 5.224 3.94
Pribilof Islands GKC* 5 0.081 0.07
Western Aleutian Islands RKC* 5 0.054 0.01

Basis for P* calculation of Max ABC:
ICV on terminal year biomass
2CV on OFL
SMCMC
490%OFL (Tier 5)
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A stock assessment for eastern Bering Sea snow crab
Cody Szuwalski
September 16, 2019
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1. Stock: Eastern Bering Sea snow crab, Chionoecetes opilio.
2. Catches: trends and current levels

Retained catches increased from relatively low levels in the early 1980s (e.g. retained catch of 11.85 kt during
1982) to historical highs in the early and mid-nineties (retained catch during 1991, 1992, and 1998 were
143.02, 104.68, and 88.09 kt, respectively). The stock was declared overfished in 1999 at which time retained
catches dropped to levels similar to the early 1980s (e.g. retained catch during 2000 was 11.46 kt). Retained
catches have slowly increased since 1999 as the stock rebuilt, although retained catch during 2018 was low
(12.51 kt) as a result of low estimated mature biomass.

Discard mortality is the next largest source of mortality after retained catch and approximately tracks the
retained catch. The highest estimated discard mortality occurred during 1992 at 17.06 kt which was 16% of
the retained catch. The most recent estimated discard mortality was 2.86 kt which was 23% of the retained
catch.

3. Stock Biomass:

Observed mature male biomass (MMB) at the time of the survey increased from an average of 234.14 kt
in the early to mid-1980s to historical highs in the early and mid-1990s (observed MMB during 1990, 1991,
and 1997 were 443.79, 466.61, and 326.75 kt, respectively). The stock was declared overfished in 1999 in
response to the total mature biomass dropping below the 1999 minimum stock size threshold. MMB in that
year decreased to 95.85 kt. Observed MMB slowly increased after 1999, and the stock was declared rebuilt in
2011 when estimated MMB at mating was above B359. However, since 2011, the stock has declined and the
observed MMB at the time of survey dropped to an all time low in 2017 of 83.96 kt. MMB is increasing
again as a large recruitment moves through the size classes.

4. Recruitment

Estimated recruitment shifted from a period of high recruitment to a period of low recruitment in the
mid-1990s (late 1980s when lagged to fertilization). Recently, a large year class recruited to the survey gear
and appears to have persisted to the present, where it is beginning to be seen in the exploitable biomass.
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5. Management
Table 1: Historical status and catch specifications for snow crab
(1,000t).
Biomass Retained Total
Year MSST (MMB) TAC catch catch OFL ABC

2014/2015 73.2 129.3 30.8 30.8 34.3 69 62.1
2015/2016 75.8 91.6 18.4 18.4 21.4 83.1 62.3
2016/2017 69.7 96.1 9.7 9.7 11 23.7 21.3
2017/2018 71.4 99.6 8.6 8.6 10.5 28.4 22.7
2018/2019 63.0 123.1 12.5 12.5 15.4 29.7 23.8
2019/2020 167.3 54.9 43.9

Table 2: Historical status and catch specifications for snow crab

(millions of 1bs).

Biomass Retained Total
Year MSST (MMB) TAC catch catch OFL ABC
2014/2015 161.38 285.06 67.9 67.9 75.62 152.12 136.91
2015/2016 167.11 201.94 40.57 40.57 47.18 183.2 137.35
2016/2017 153.66 211.86 21.38 21.38 24.25 52.25 46.96
2017/2018 157.41 219.58 18.96 18.96 23.15 62.61 50.04
2018/2019 138.89 271.39 27.56 27.56 33.95 65.48 52.47
2019/2020 368.83 121.03 96.78
6. Basis for the OFL

The OFL for 2019 from the chosen model (19.7) was 54.92 kt fishing at Fopr, = 1.93 (100% of the calculated
Fs59, 1.93). The calculated OFL was an 85% change from the 2018 OFL of 29.7 kt. The projected ratio of
MMB at the time of mating in 2020 to Bgs9 is 1.33.

Table 3: Metrics used in designation of status and OFL (1,000
t). ‘Years’ indicates the year range over which recruitment is
averaged for use in calculation of B35. ‘M’ is the natural mortality
for immature crab, mature female crab, and mature male crab,

respectively.

Year Tier BMSY MMB Status FOFL Years M
2019/2020 3 126.1 167.3 1.33 1.93 1982-2018 0.31, 0.41, 0.3
Table 4: Metrics used in designation of status and OFL (millions
of Ib.). ‘Years’ indicate the year range over which recruitment is
averaged for use in calculation of B35. ‘Status’ is the ratio between
MMB and BMSY. ‘M’ is the natural mortality for immature crab,

mature female crab, and mature male crab, respectively.
Year Tier BMSY MMB Status FOFL Years M
2019/2020 3 278 368.8 1.33 1.93 1982-2018 0.31, 0.41, 0.3
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7. Probability Density Function of the OFL

The probability density function of the OFL was characterized for all models by using maximum likelihood
estimates of the OFL and associated standard errors.

8. Basis for ABC

The ABC for the chosen model was 43.93 kt, calculated by subtracting a 20% buffer from the OFL as
recommended by the SSC.



C4 Snow Crab SAFE
OCTOBER 2019

A. Summary of Major Changes

1. Management: None
2. Input data:

Data added to the assessment included: 2019 Bering Sea survey biomass and length composition data, 2018
directed fishery retained and discard catch, and length composition for retained and discard catch (calculated
via the ‘subtraction’ method; see below), and groundfish discard length frequency and discard from 2018.
Growth data were updated with 4 observations of pre- and post-molt lengths.

3. Assessment methodology:

Management quantities were derived from maximum likelihood estimates of model parameters in a size-based,
integrated assessment method. Jittering was performed to identify stable model configurations. Retrospective
analyses were performed for selected model configurations.

4. Assessment results

The updated estimate of MMB (February 15, 2018) was 111.41kt which placed the stock at 88% of Bss54.
Projected MMB on February 15, 2019 from this assessment’s chosen model was 167.32 kt after fishing at the
OFL, which will place the stock at 133% of Bgs4. Fits to all data sources were acceptable for the chosen
model and most estimated population processes were credible (see discussion below).
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B. CPT May 2019 comments, SSC comments, and author response:

Research directions

SSC comment: The SSC suggested the development of a prioritized research plan to improve the snow crab
assessment and that it may be helpful to organize the plan into categories: analyses conducted within the
assessment model, analyses conducted outside the model, development of alternative models (e.g., GMACS,
stmplified model), and collection of new data. The SSC also suggested that work that can be conducted with
existing data and staff resources should be prioritized versus new work that requires new funding.

Author response (CSS): A prioritized research plan has yet to be formally written down, but a general
hierarchy of needs exists. The author’s current plan following the September meeting is (listed by priority):

e Develop a GMACs model for snow crab to be presented at CIE review in summer of 2020. This is
the number one priority because of the desire to move to GMACs before attempting to solve model
pathologies that may or may not exist when using GMACs.

o Address survey catchability and the use of Bering Sea Fishery Research Foundation (BSFRF) data.
Given the discussion about changing assumed natural mortality and its confounding with catchability
(and growth), it will be necessary to consider how to best inform catchability. First, I will revisit how
the BSFRF data are used to establish a mean catchability. Second, I hope to explore time-variation in
catchability potentially resulting from changes in spatial distribution and environmental variation. This
could address some of the spatial issues related to the fraction of the stock in the northern Bering Sea,
poor fits in some years, and retrospective patterns in estimates of MMB.

e A post-doc has just been hired to develop a fully spatial assessment for snow crab using code built on
the VAST framework.

These projects will consume at least the next year.

Assessment scenarios for September 2019

The CPT made several recommendations for scenarios with the current assessment methodology to be
presented in September based on analyses presented during the May 2019 CPT meeting, including a status
quo model, a model with higher M, a model with linear growth for females and kinked growth for males,
a model with linear growth for males and kinked growth for females, models that estimate different size
distributions for male and female recruitment. The SSC agreed with these suggestions. Last year’s accepted
model uses kinked growth curves for both males and females, has a median prior for M of 0.23, and specifies
the distribution of female and male recruitment (which are equal). The author presents 8 runs based on these
recommendations:

e 18.1 — Last year’s accepted model fit to last year’s data.

e 19.1 — Last year’s accepted model fit to this year’s data.

e 19.2 - 19.1 4+ Hamel prior on M (0.27)

e 19.3 - 19.1 + Then prior on M (0.315)

e 19.4 — 19.1 4 Linear growth for females

e 19.5 -19.1 4 Linear growth for males

e 19.6 — 19.1 + estimate different recruitment distributions by sex
e 19.7 - 19.2 + linear growth for males

A model in which both male and female growth models were specified as linear did not converge and is not
presented here. The author’s preliminary preferred model is 19.7. It should be noted that the preferred model
increased the assumed mean value for the prior on natural mortality and this results in higher OFLs than if
M remained the same as in 2018 (e.g. model 19.1). However, updated methodology for developing empirical
estimates of natural mortality, state-space modeling that estimates time-varying natural mortality for snow
crab, and closer examination of the survey data all suggest that natural mortality is higher than it has been
assumed during the recent history of the snow crab assessment.
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The SSC offers the following additional suggestions to the assessment author (followed by author responses):

SSC: Consider whether a higher natural mortality should be incorporated with a suitable prior or as a fized
parameter estimated outside the model.

CSS: For this round of assessment, natural mortality was incorporated with a prior, with the reasoning that
allowing the model some flexibility in natural mortality will incorporate some of the uncertainty in M into
derived quantities. However, once the assessment is moved to GMACS, a simulation exercise in which data
are simulated with a known M and fit with GMACS could show whether or not M can be estimated reliably
with the available data.

SSC: Consider the northern Bering Sea data to better understand the influence of snow crab in that area
on the eastern Bering Sea assessment. Examine whether snow crab in the northern Bering Sea and higher
estimates of natural mortality are linked.

CSS: The model is fit to mature biomass, which is the metric of management. Mature biomass is generally
farther from the northern border of the surveyed area (Figure 1), so movement back and forth over the
northern border should not be expected to substantially influence fits to those data. (However, it was pointed
out at the CPT meeting that 2019 survey data indicate a ‘hotspot’ of MMB near the northern border, which
is unusual.) Further, natural mortality for immature crab and yearly recruitment are estimated parameters,
which should temper any impact of small crab moving back and forth. Again, this could be addressed
via simulation once the assessment is moved to GMACs by generating data from operating models with
time-varying catchability and/or time-varying natural mortality for immature crab, applying the assessment
methods, and evaluating the ability of the model to estimate catchability and natural mortality (and other
derived quantities used in management).

SSC: Ongoing considerations of catchability/selectivity within the survey area are also encouraged. The
potential interplay of crab spatial distribution and habitat-specific catchability is intriguing. Ezamination of
the effects of environmental conditions on snow crab spatial distribution and habitat-based catchability seems
to be a potential fruitful avenue of research with existing data. Effects of temperature and survey dates on
catchability of yellowfin sole may be a useful case study for comparison.

CSS: In addition to the above responses, I have explored the BSFRF data further in this document and
discuss briefly plans in the immediate future for work related to this question.
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C. Introduction

Distribution

Snow crab (Chionoecetes opilio) are distributed on the continental shelf of the Bering Sea, Chukchi Sea, and
in the western Atlantic Ocean as far south as Maine. In the Bering Sea, snow crab are distributed widely
over the shelf and are common at depths less than ~200 meters (Figure 2 & Figure 3). Smaller crabs tend to
occupy more inshore northern regions (Figure 4) and mature crabs occupy deeper areas to the south of the
juveniles (Figure 5 & Figure 6; Zheng et al. 2001). The eastern Bering Sea population within U.S. waters is
managed as a single stock; however, the distribution of the population may extend into Russian waters to an
unknown degree.

Life history characteristics

Studies relevant to key population and fishery processes are discussed below to provide background for the
model description in appendix A.

Natural Mortality

Relatively few targeted studies exist to determine natural mortality for snow crab in the Bering Sea. In
one of these studies, Nevissi, et al. (1995) used radiometric techniques to estimate shell age from last molt
(Figure 7). The total sample size was 21 male crabs (a combination of Tanner and snow crab) from a
collection of 105 male crabs from various hauls in the 1992 National Marine Fishery Service (NMFS) Bering
Sea survey. Representative samples for the 5 shell condition categories were collected from the available crab.
Shell condition 5 crab (SC5 = very, very old shell) had a maximum age of 6.85 years (s.d. 0.58, 95% CI
approximately 5.69 to 8.01 years; carapace width of 110 mm). The average age of 6 crabs with SC4 (very
old shell) and SC5, was 4.95 years (range: 2.70 to 6.85 years). Given the small sample size, this maximum
age may not represent the 1.5% percentile of the population that is approximately equivalent to Hoenig’s
method (1983). Tag recovery evidence from eastern Canada revealed observed maximum ages in exploited
populations of 17-19 years (Nevissi, et al. 1995, Sainte-Marie 2002). A maximum time at large of 11 years
for tag returns of terminally molted mature male snow crab in the North Atlantic has been recorded since
tagging started about 1993 (Fonseca, et al. 2008). Fonseca, et al. (2008) estimated a maximum age of 7.8
years post terminal molt using data on dactal wear.

In recent years, the mean for the prior for natural mortality used in the eastern Bering Sea snow crab
assessment was based on the assumption that longevity would be at least 20 years in a virgin population
of snow crab, informed by the studies above. Under negative exponential depletion, the 99th percentile
corresponding to age 20 of an unexploited population corresponds to a natural mortality rate of 0.23. Using
Hoenig’s (1983) method a natural mortality equal to 0.23 corresponds to a maximum age of 18 years. For the
base model in this assessment cycle, the means of the prior on natural mortality for immature males and
females, mature males, and mature females were also set to 0.23 yr!.

In contrast to the implied natural mortalities from the methodology used above, Murphy et al. (2018)
estimated time-varying natural mortality for eastern Bering Sea snow crab with a mean of 0.49 for females
and 0.36 for males (based on the output of state-space models fit to NMFS survey data; Figure 8). Further,
natural mortality estimates produced from empirical analyses by Then et al. (2015) and Hamel (2015) using
similar assumed maximum ages as the methodology above produce natural mortalities larger than 0.23
(Table 5). Then et al. (2015) compared several major empirical estimation methods for M (including Hoenig’s
method) with an updated data set and found that maximum age was the best available predictor. A maximum
age of 20 years corresponded to an M of ~0.315 in Then et al’s analysis. Hamel (2015) developed priors in a
similar manner to Then et al., but forced the regression of observed natural mortality onto maximum age
through the intercept, which resulted in an M of ~0.27 for an assumed maximum age of 20 years.
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Table 5: Empirical estimates of natural mortality for a range of
methods over a range of assumed maximum ages (column header).

23 20 17
Then 0.277 0.315 0.365
Hoenig (1983) 0.19 0.212 0.257
Hoenig (2015) 0.194 0.223 0.261
Hamel 0.235 0.27 0.318

In addition to the results of empirical estimates of M from updated methodologies and state-space modeling
by Murphy et al. (2018), inspection of the survey data suggests that natural mortality for mature individuals
is higher than assumed. A fraction of the mature population (which are assumed not to grow, given evidence
for a terminal molt) are not selected in the fishery (e.g. sizes 50-80 mm; Figure 9). Consequently, all mortality
observed is ‘natural’. The collapse in recruitment in the 1990s can be used as an instrument to understand
natural mortality for mature individuals. The last large recruitment enters these size classes in the mid- to
late-1990s and numbers of crab in these size classes return to low levels in less than 5 years. It would be
useful to perform radiometric aging on old shell crab that are not selected in the fishery to better understand
natural mortality for mature crab.

Natural mortality is one of the major axes of uncertainty considered in the assessment scenarios presented in
this assessment. The median value of the priors used in some scenarios were changed to values resulting from
assuming a maximum age of 20 years and applying Then et al’s or Hamel’s methodology. A standard error of
0.054 was used for all priors and was estimated using the 95% CI of +-1.7 years on maximum age estimates
from dactal wear and tag return analysis in Fonseca, et al. (2008). Another potential, but unexplored, option
for developing a prior is to apply all of the methods to the range of possible maximum ages, develop a
probability density function for maximum age given the observed data, then calculate a weighted average of
the natural mortalities using the pdf for weights and use the standard error from that weighted average to
define the breadth of the prior.

Weight at length

Weight at length is calculated by a power function, the parameters for which were recalculated by the Shellfish
Assessment Program in August 2016 and resulted in very small changes in weight at length for males, but
rather large changes for females. New weight at length parameters were applied to all years of data, rather
than just the most recent observations and were used starting in 2016 for calculation of the OFL. To provide
context for the change, a juvenile female crab of carapace width 52.5 mm was previously estimated to weigh
65 g and is now 48 g; a mature female crab of carapace width 57.5 mm was estimated to previously weigh
102 g and is now 67.7 g; and a male of carapace width 92.5 mm was previously estimated to weigh 450 g and
now weighs 451 g.

Maturity

Maturity of females collected during the NMFS summer survey was determined by the shape of the abdomen,
by the presence of brooded eggs, or egg remnants. Maturity for males was determined by chela height
measurements, which were available starting from the 1989 survey (Otto 1998). Mature male biomass
referenced throughout this document refers to a morphometrically mature male. A maturity curve for males
was estimated using the average fraction mature based on chela height data and applied to all years of survey
data to estimate mature survey numbers. The separation of mature and immature males by chela height may
not be adequately refined given the current measurement to the nearest millimeter. Chela height measured
to the nearest tenth of a millimeter (by Canadian researchers on North Atlantic snow crab) shows a clear
break in chela height at small and large widths and shows fewer mature animals at small widths than the
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Bering Sea data measured to the nearest millimeter. Measurements taken in 2004-2005 on Bering Sea snow
crab chela to the nearest tenth of a millimeter show a similar break in chela height to the Canadian data
(Rugolo et al. 2005). The probability of maturing (which is different from the fraction mature at length) is a
freely estimated (but smoothed) function of length for both sexes within the assessment model.

Molting probability

Bering Sea male snow crab appear to have a terminal molt to maturity based on hormone level data and
findings from molt stage analysis via setagenesis (Tamone et al. 2005). The models presented here assume a
terminal molt for both males and females, which is supported by research on populations in the Bering Sea
and the Atlantic Ocean (e.g., Dawe, et al. 1991).

Male snow crabs that do not molt (old shell) may be important in reproduction. Paul et al. (1995) found that
old shell mature male Tanner crab out-competed new shell crab of the same size in breeding in a laboratory
study. Recently molted males did not breed even with no competition and may not breed until after ~100
days from molting (Paul et al. 1995). Sainte-Marie et al. (2002) stated that only old shell males take part in
mating for North Atlantic snow crab. If molting precludes males from breeding for a three month period, then
males that are new shell at the time of the survey (June to July), would have molted during the preceding
spring (March to April), and would not have participated in mating. The fishery targets new shell males,
resulting in those animals that molted to maturity and to a size acceptable to the fishery of being removed
from the population before the chance to mate. However, new shell males will be a mixture of crab less than
1 year from terminal molt and 14 years from terminal molt due to the inaccuracy of shell condition as a
measure of shell age. Crabs in their first few years of life may molt more than once per year, however, the
smallest crabs included in the model are approximately 4 years old and would be expected to molt annually.

Mating ratio and reproductive success

Bering Sea snow crabs are managed using mature male biomass (MMB) as a proxy for reproductive potential.
MDMB is used as the currency for management because the fishery only retains large male crabs. Male snow
crabs are sperm conservers, using less than 4% of their sperm at each mating and females also will mate with
more than one male. The amount of stored sperm and clutch fullness varies with sex ratio (Sainte-Marie
2002). If mating with only one male is inadequate to fertilize a full clutch, then females will need to mate
with more than one male, necessitating a sex ratio closer to 1:1 in the mature population, than if one male is
assumed to be able to adequately fertilize multiple females. Although mature male biomass is currently the
currency of management, female biomass may also be an important indicator of reproductive potential of the
stock.

Quantifying the reproductive potential of the female population from survey data can be difficult. For
example, full clutches of unfertilized eggs may be extruded and appear normal to visual examination, and
may be retained for several weeks or months by snow crab. Resorption of eggs may occur if not all eggs are
extruded resulting in less than a full clutch. Female snow crab at the time of the survey may have a full
clutch of eggs that are unfertilized, resulting in overestimation of reproductive potential. Barren females
are a more obvious indication of low reproductive potential and increased in the early 1990s, decreased in
the mid-1990s, then increased again in the late 1990s. The highest levels of barren females coincides with
the peaks in catch and exploitation rates that occurred in 1992 and 1993 fishery seasons and the 1998 and
1999 fishery seasons. While the biomass of mature females was high in the early 1990s, it is possible the
production may have been impacted by the spatial distribution of the catch and the resulting sex ratio in
areas of highest reproductive potential. Biennial spawning is another confounding factor in determining the
reproductive potential of snow crab. Laboratory analysis showed that female snow crab collected in waters
colder than 1.5 degrees C from the Bering Sea spawn only every two years.

Further complicating the process of quantifying reproductive capacity, clutch fullness and fraction of unmated
females may not account for the fraction of females that may have unfertilized eggs, since these cannot be
detected by eye at the time of the survey. The fraction of barren females observed in the survey may not be
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an accurate measure of fertilization success because females may retain unfertilized eggs for months after
extrusion. To examine this hypothesis, NMFS personnel sampled mature females from the Bering Sea in
winter and held them in tanks until their eggs hatched in March of the same year (Rugolo et al. 2005). All
females then extruded a new clutch of eggs in the absence of males. All eggs were retained until the crabs
were euthanized near the end of August. Approximately 20% of the females had full clutches of unfertilized
eggs. The unfertilized eggs could not be distinguished from fertilized eggs by visual inspection at the time
they were euthanized. Indices of fertilized females based on the visual inspection method of assessing clutch
fullness and percent unmated females may overestimate fertilized females and may not be an accurate index
of reproductive success.

Growth

Historically, little information was available on growth for Bering Sea snow crab. However, many new data
points have been added in recent years (Table 7). These studies include:

1. Transit study (2003); 14 crab

Cooperative seasonality study; 6 crab

Dutch harbor holding study; 9 crab

NMFS Kodiak holding study held less than 30 days; 6 crab
NMFS Kodiak holding study 2016; 5 crab

NMFS Kodiak holding study 2017; 70 crab.

7. BSFRF/NMFS holding study 2018; 4 crab.

AN i o

In the “Transit study”, pre- and post-molt measurements of 14 male crabs that molted soon after being
captured were collected. The crabs were measured when shells were still soft because all died after molting,
so measurements may be underestimates of post-molt width (L. Rugolo, pers. com.). The holding studies
include only data for crab held less than 30 days because growth of crabs held until the next spring’s molting
was much lower. Females molting to maturity were excluded from all data sets, since the molt increment
is usually smaller. Crab missing more than two limbs were excluded due to other studies showing lower
growth. Crab from the seasonal study were excluded that were measured less than 3 days after molting due to
difficulty in measuring soft crab accurately (L. Rugolo, pers. comm.). In general, growth of snow crab in the
Bering Sea appears to be greater than growth of some North Atlantic snow crab stocks (Sainte-Marie 1995).

Management history

ADFG harvest strategy

Before the year 2000, the Guideline Harvest Level (GHL) for retained crab only was a 58% harvest rate of
the number of male crab over 101 mm CW estimated from the survey. The minimum legal size limit for
snow crab is 78 mm, however, the snow crab market generally only accepts crab greater than 101 mm. In
2000, due to the decline in abundance and the declaration of the stock as overfished, the harvest rate for
calculation of the GHL was reduced to 20% of male crab over 101 mm. After 2000, a rebuilding strategy was
developed based on simulations by Zheng et al. (2002) using survey biomass estimates. The realized retained
catch typically exceeded the GHL historically, resulting in exploitation rates for the retained catch on males
>101mm ranging from about 10% to 80%. The estimated exploitation rate for total catch divided by mature
male biomass ranged from 6% to 51% for the chosen model in this assessment (Figure 10).

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADFG) harvest strategy since 2000 sets harvest rate based on
estimated mature biomass. The harvest rate scales with the status of the population relative to Bjssy, which
is calculated as the average total mature biomass at the time of the survey from 1983 to 1997 and MSST is
one half Byssy. The harvest rate begins at 0.10 when total mature biomass exceeds 50% MSST (230 million
Ibs) and increases linearly to 0.225 when biomass is equal to or greater than Byssy (Zheng et al. 2002).
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Where TMB is the total mature biomass and TMB gy is the TMB associated with maximum sustainable
yield. The maximum retained catch is set as the product of the exploitation rate, w, calculated from the
above control rule and survey mature male biomass. If the retained catch in numbers is greater than 58% of
the estimated number of new shell crabs greater than 101 mm plus 25% of the old shell crab greater than 101
mm, the catch is capped at 58%.

History of BMSY

Prior to adoption of Amendment 24, Bssy was defined as the average total mature biomass (males and
females) estimated from the survey for the years 1983 to 1997 (921.6 million lbs; NPFMC 1998) and MSST
was defined as 50% of Bjpsy. Currently, the biological reference point for biomass is calculated using a
spawning biomass per recruit proxy, Bssg (Clark, 1993). Bgsg is the biomass at which spawning biomass
per recruit is 35% of unfished levels and has been shown to provide close to maximum sustainable yield for a
range of steepnesses (Clark, 1993). Consequently, it is an often used target when a stock recruit relationship
is unknown or unreliable. The range of years of recruitment used to calculate biomass reference points is
from 1982 to the present assessment year, minus 1.

Fishery history

Snow crab were harvested in the Bering Sea by the Japanese from the 1960s until 1980 when the Magnuson
Act prohibited foreign fishing. After the closure to foreign fleets, retained catches increased from relatively
low levels in the early 1980s (e.g. retained catch of 11.85 kt during 1982) to historical highs in the early and
mid-1990s (retained catches during 1991, 1992, and 1998 were 143.02, 104.68, and 88.09 kt, respectively;
Table 8). The stock was declared overfished in 1999 at which time retained catches dropped to levels similar
to the early 1980s (e.g. retained catch during 2000 was 11.46 kt). Retained catches have slowly increased
since 1999 as the stock rebuilt, although retained catch during 2018 was low (12.51 kt).

Discard mortality is the next largest source of mortality after retained catch and approximately tracks the
retained catch. The highest estimated discard mortality occurred during 1992 at 17.06 kt, which was 16% of
the retained catch. The most recent estimated mortality was 2.86 kt, which was 23% of the retained catch.

Discard from the directed pot fishery has been estimated from observer data since 1992 and has ranged from
11-55% of the magnitude of retained catch by numbers . In recent years, discards have reached 50-55% of
the magnitude of retained catch because of the large year class entering the population. Female discard
catch has been very low compared to male discard catch and has not been a significant source of mortality.
Discard of snow crab in groundfish fisheries has been highest in the yellowfin sole trawl fishery, and decreases
down through the flathead sole trawl fishery, Pacific cod bottom trawl fishery, rock sole trawl fishery, and
the Pacific cod hook-and-line and pot fisheries, respectively (Figure 11). Bycatch in fisheries other than the
groundfish trawl fishery has historically been relatively low. Size frequency data and catch per pot have been
collected by observers on snow crab fishery vessels since 1992. Observer coverage has been 10% on catcher
vessels larger than 125 ft (since 2001), and 100% coverage on catcher processors (since 1992).

Several modifications to pot gear have been introduced to reduce bycatch mortality. In the 1978/79 season,
escape panels were require on pots used in the snow crab fishery to prevent ghost fishing. Escape panels
consist of an opening with one-half the perimeter of the tunnel eye laced with untreated cotton twine. The
size of the cotton laced panel was increased in 1991 to at least 18 inches in length. No escape mechanisms for
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undersized crab were required until the 1997 season when at least one-third of one vertical surface of pots
had to contain not less than 5 inches stretched mesh webbing or have no less than four circular rings of no
less than 3 3/4 inches inside diameter. In the 2001 season the escapement provisions for undersized crab was
increased to at least eight escape rings of no less than 4 inches placed within one mesh measurement from the
bottom of the pot, with four escape rings on each side of the two sides of a four-sided pot, or one-half of one
side of the pot must have a side panel composed of not less than 5 1/4 inch stretched mesh webbing.

D. Data

Updated time series of survey indices and size compositions were calculated from data downloaded from the
AKFIN database. Bycatch data (biomass and size composition) were updated for the most recent year from
the AKFIN database. Retained, total, and discarded catch (in numbers and biomass) and size composition
data for each of these data sources were updated for the most recent year based on files provided by the State
of Alaska.

Catch data

Catch data and size composition of retained crab from the directed snow crab pot fishery from survey year
1982 to 2018 were used in this analysis (Table 8). Discard size composition data from 1992 to 2017 were
estimated from observer data and then combined with retained catch size compositions to become the ‘total
catch’ size composition data, which are fit in the assessment. In 2018, observer data collection changed and
only total catch size composition data and retained size composition data are produced. This is a sensible
step in data collection, but the current formulation of the snow crab model accepts discarded size composition
data as an input. So, in 2018 the discarded size compositions were calculated by subtracting the retained size
compositions from the total size compositions. This mismatch of input data types will be addressed in the
development of a GMACS model for snow crab.

The discard male catch was estimated for survey year 1982 to 1991 in the model using the estimated fishery
selectivities based on the observer data for the period of survey year 1992 to 2018. The discard catch estimate
was multiplied by the assumed mortality of discards from the pot fishery. The assumed mortality of discarded
crab was 30% for all model scenarios. This estimate differs from the strategy used since 2001 to the present
by ADFG to set the TAC, which assumes a discard mortality of 25% (Zheng, et al. 2002). The discards prior
to 1992 may be underestimated due to the lack of escape mechanisms for undersized crab in the pots before
1997. See Table 6 for a summary of catch data.

Table 6: Data included in the assessment. Dates indicate survey

year.
Data component Years
Retained male crab pot fishery size frequency by shell condition 1982 - 2018
Discarded Males and female crab pot fishery size frequencey 1992 - 2018
Trawl fishery bycatch size frequencies by sex 1991 - 2018
Survey size frequencies by sex and shell condition 1982 - 2019
Retained catch estimates 1982 - 2018
Discard catch estimates from crab pot fishery 1992 - 2018
Trawl bycatch estimates 1993 - 2018
Total survey biomass estimates and coefficients of variation 1982 - 2019
2009 study area biomass estimates, CVs, and size frequencey for BSFRF and NMFS 2009
tows

2010 study area biomass estimates, CVs, and size frequencey for BSFRF and NMFS 2010
tows
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Survey biomass and size composition data

Abundance was estimated from the annual eastern Bering Sea (EBS) bottom trawl survey conducted by NMFS
(see Lang et al., 2018). In 1982 the survey net was changed resulting in a potential change in catchability and
additional survey stations were added in 1989. Consequently, survey selectivity has been historically modeled
in two ‘eras’ in the assessment (1982-1988, 1989-present: Figure 12). All survey data in this assessment used
measured net widths instead of the fixed 50 ft net width based on Chilton et al’s (2009) survey estimates.
Carapace width and shell conditions were measured and reported for snow crab caught in the survey.

Mature biomass for males and females at the time of the survey were the primary indices of population size
fit to in this assessment. Total survey numbers (Figure 13 & Figure 14) were input to the model via the .DAT
file, after which MMB and FMB at the time of the survey were calculated based on the size composition
data, which were delineated by shell condition, maturity state, and sex. Distinguishing between mature
and immature crab for the size composition was accomplished by demarcating any female that had eggs
reported in the survey as ‘mature’. Mature male size composition data were calculated by multiplying the
total numbers at length for new shell male crab by a vector of observed proportion of mature males at length.
The observed proportion of mature males at length was calculated by chelae height and therefore refers only
to ‘morphometrically’ mature males. All old shell crab of both sexes were assumed to be mature. New shell
crab were demarcated as any crab with shell condition index <= 2. The biomass of new and old shell mature
individuals was calculated by multiplying the vector of numbers at length by weight at length. These vectors
were then summed by sex to provide the index to which the model was fit (Table 9). The size composition
data were also fit within the assessment.

Spatial distribution of survey abundance and catch

Spatial gradients exist in the survey data by maturity and size for both sexes. For example, larger males have
been more prevalent on the southwest portion of the shelf (Figure 5) while smaller males have been more
prevalent on the northwest portion of the shelf (Figure 2). Females have exhibited a similar pattern (compare
Figure 3 to Figure 6). In addition to changing spatially over the shelf and by size class, distributions of crab
by size and maturity have also changed temporally. The centroids of abundance in the summer survey have
moved over time (Figure 15 & Figure 16). Centroids of mature female abundance early in the history of
the survey were farther south, but moved north during the 1990s. Since the late 1990s and early 2000s, the
centroids moved south again, but not to the extent seen in the early 1980s. This phenomenon was mirrored
in centroids of abundance for large males (Figure 16).

Centroids of the catch have generally been south of 58.5 N, even when ice cover did not restrict the fishery
moving farther north. This is possibly due to proximity to port and practical constraints of meeting delivery
schedules. In general, the majority of catch was taken west and north of the Pribilof Islands, but this rule
has had exceptions.

The observed distribution of large males during the summer survey and the fishery catch have historically
been different, and the origin of this difference is unknown. It is possible that crab move between the fishery
and the survey, but it is also possible that fishers do not target all portions of the distribution of large male
crab equally. The underlying explanation of this phenomenon could hold implications for relative exploitation
rates spatially and it has been suggested that high exploitation rates in the southern portion of the snow
crab range may have resulted in a northward shift in snow crab distribution (Orensanz, 2004). Snow crab
larvae likely drift north and east after hatching in spring. Snow crab appear to move south and west as they
age (Parada et al., 2010); however, little tagging data exists to fully characterize the ontogenetic or annual
migration patterns of this stock (Murphy et al. 2010).

Experimental study of survey selectivity

The Bering Sea Fisheries Research Foundation (BSFRF) has conducted supplementary surveys in the Bering
Sea in which snow crab were caught during 2009, 2010, 2016, 2017, and 2018. The location and extent of

15



C4 Snow Crab SAFE
OCTOBER 2019

these surveys varied over the years as the survey goals changed. In 2009, the survey consisted of 108 tows
in 27 survey stations and the goal was to improve understanding snow crab densities and the selectivity of
NMFS survey gear (Figure 17). In 2010, the survey area was larger and still focused on snow crab. The
mature biomass and size composition data gleaned from each of these experiments (and their complimentary
NMF'S survey observations; Figure 18 & Figure 19) are incorporated into the model by fitting them as an
extra survey that is linked to the NMFS survey through a shared selectivity (see appendix A for a description
of the way in which the surveys are related in the assessment model). Abundances estimated by the industry
surveys were generally higher than the NMFS estimates, which provides evidence that the catchability of the
NMEFS survey gear is less than 1.

In 2016, 2017, and 2018, snow crab were not the focus of the BSFRF surveys, yet were still caught in
the BSFRF gear. Comparing the ratio of the number of crab caught at length in the BSFRF gear (which
is assumed to have a catchability/selectivity of 1 over all size classes) to the number of crab caught at
length within the same area in the NMFS survey gear (which is assumed to have a catchability /selectivity
<= to 1 for at least some of the size classes) can provide an empirical estimate of catchability/selectivity
(Figure 20). Empirical estimates of catchability/selectivity vary by year and size class across the different
BSFRF data sets (Figure 21). The number of snow crab used to develop estimates of numbers at length
probably contribute to these differences among years (Figure 22), but there are likely other factors that
influence catchability/selectivity at size of the NMFS survey gear (e.g. Somerton et al. 2013 show substrate
type can influence selectivity). Further understanding the implications of these experiments is a research
priority for snow crab.

E. Analytic approach

History of modeling approaches for the stock

Historically, survey estimates of large males (>101 mm) were the basis for calculating the Guideline Harvest
Level (GHL) for retained catch. A harvest strategy was developed using a simulation model that pre-dated
the current stock assessment model (Zheng et al. 2002). This model has been used to set the GHL (renamed
total allowable catch, ‘TAC’, since 2009) by ADFG since the 2000/2001 fishery. Currently, NMFS uses an
integrated size-structured assessment to calculate the overfishing level (OFL), which constrains the ADFG
harvest strategy.

Model description

The integrated size-structured model used by NMFS (and presented here) was developed following Fournier
and Archibald’s (1982) methods, with many similarities to Methot (1990). The model was implemented using
automatic differentiation software developed as a set of libraries under C++ (ADModel Builder). ADModel
Builder can estimate a large number of parameters in a non-linear model using automatic differentiation
software extended from Greiwank and Corliss (1991) and developed into C++ class libraries.

The snow crab population dynamics model tracked the number of crab of sex s, shell condition v, maturity
state m, during year y at length [, Ng 4 m 41 A terminal molt was modeled in which crab move from an
immature to a mature state, after which no further molting occurred. The mid-points of the size bins
tracked in the model spanned from 27.5 to 132.5mm carapace width, with 5 mm size classes. For the base
assessment (19.1), 366 parameters were estimated. Parameters estimated within the assessment included
those associated with the population processes recruitment, growth, natural mortality (historically subject
to a fairly informative prior), fishing mortality, selectivity (fishery and survey), catchability, and maturity
(Table 10 & Table 11). Weight at length, discard mortality, bycatch mortality, and parameters associated
with the variance in growth and proportion of recruitment allocated to size bin were estimated outside of the
model or specified. See appendix A for a complete description of the population dynamics.
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In the past a ‘jittering’ approach was used to find the parameter vector that produced the smallest negative
log likelihood (Turnock, 2016). Jittering was implemented here by running each model to produce a .PAR
file, then creating 100 replicates of a .PIN file using that .PAR file. Each .PIN file consisted of the values in
the .PAR file multiplied by a random normal error term with a mean of 1 and a standard deviation of 0.1.
Only values for parameters that are estimated were ‘jittered’. Fach of the .PIN files were used as starting
values to run the model and the output was stored and compared among model scenarios. The model that
returned the lowest negative log likelihood within a given model scenario was then used for comparison here.

Retrospective analyses were performed in which the terminal year of data was removed sequentially from
the model fitting. Then estimated management quantities (like MMB) were compared between the most
recent model and successive ‘peels’ of the data to identify retrospective patterns. A retrospective pattern
is a consistent directional change in assessment estimates of management quantities (e.g. MMB) in a given
year when additional years of data are added to an assessment. Mohn’s rho (which computes the average
difference between the reference case and the peels) was calculated for each retrospective analysis to quantify
the retrospective patterns.

Model selection and evaluation

Models were evaluated based on their fit to the data (Table 12), the credibility of the estimated population
processes, stability of the model (Figure 23), the magnitude of retrospective patterns (Figure 24), and the
strength of the influence of the assumptions of the model on the outcomes of the assessment. Maximum
likelihood estimates of parameters can be seen in Table 11.

Results

Several of the models exhibited unstable behavior when jittered (Figure 23). Models appeared to ‘converge’
(i.e. returned small gradients) over a range of likelihood values and derived management quantities exhibited
bimodality to some degree for several models. This bimodality has been linked to the change point growth
model in the past (Turnock, 2016; Szuwalski, 2017 & 2018). The model that provided the most stable
estimates of management quantities was model 19.5, in which the male growth curve was forced to be linear.

All models for which retrospective analyses were performed displayed retrospective patterns (Figure 24).
Retrospective patterns suggest that a process is varying over time that is not allowed to vary within the
model (e.g. catchability) or the data are incomplete (e.g. not all catch is reported). No model produced the
lowest retrospective patterns for both sexes; 19.7 (higher M and linear growth for males) performed best for
males and 19.5 (linear growth for males) performed best for females.

Below, the fits to the data and estimated population processes for all considered models are described. The
data for all eight models were the same, consequently the likelihoods can be directly compared.

Fits to data
Survey biomass data

Fits to the survey mature male biomass were visually similar for all models for the majority of years in
the the time series (Figure 25). Model 19.4 (linear female growth) fit the survey biomass data somewhat
better as seen through the likelihoods. The updated survey data did not increase as much as expected given
previous years’ numbers at length, which caused a revision of the most recent years of MMB downward (see
Figure 24). All models fits exceeded the final year of observed survey MMB (169.108 kt) and observed survey
MFB (110.429 kt).
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Growth data

A range of growth curves were estimated to fit the female growth increment data (Figure 26), depending upon
the assumed functional form and the prior on M. Two models produced roughly linear growth for females:
19.3 (highest M) and 19.4 (assumed female linear growth). Presumably, with the higher M, larger individuals
were able to be killed within the model more quickly, which allowed the model to accommodate larger growth
increments at larger sizes. Model 19.3 produced by far the best fits to the female growth data (Table 12). It
should be noted that much of the ‘fit’ improved here is to data that are outside of the size range modeled by
the assessment.

Models 19.5 and 19.7 both produced linear growth curves for males, but were also both forced to be linear.
All models fit the male growth data similarly (Table 12). Notably, the model in which linear growth was
forced for males (19.5) had the most stable performance under the jittering analysis in terms of spread of
‘converged’ models. Model 19.7 also produced the smallest retrospective patterns for MMB of the models
analyzed (Figure 24).

Catch data

Retained catch data were fit by all models well, with no visually discernible differences among models
(Figure 27). Female discard data were fit adequately given the specified uncertainty (Figure 27 & Table 12).
Male discard data during the period for which data exist (early 1990s to the present) were well fit by every
model with little visually discernible difference (Figure 27), though model 19.6 fit the data best as seen
through the likelihoods (Table 12). Fits to the trawl data were adequate for all models given the uncertainty
in the data (Figure 27).

Size composition data

Retained catch size composition data were visually well fit by all models (Figure 28); total catch size
composition data were similarly well fit (Figure 29). Retained and total catch size composition length
composition data were fit similarly by most models, except 19.5 and 19.7, which both had linear growth for
males and produced slightly poorer fits (e.g. neg log like 1031 vs 1025). Trawl size composition data were
generally well fit, with several exceptions in certain years. Higher M allowed for slightly better fits to the
trawl composition data (Figure 30 & Table 12).

Fits to size composition data for the BSFRF survey selectivity experiments produced some notable runs of
positive and negative residuals for the males in particular (Figure 31). The number of males was generally
underestimated by the industry survey in 2009 and overestimated by the NMFS survey, while the opposite
pattern was seen for females. Fits to the 2010 survey size composition data were better than the 2009 fits.

Size composition data for the NMFS survey were generally well fit and fits were visually similar for all models
(Figure 32 & Figure 33). The distribution of residuals for male and female survey composition data for the
chosen model varied by sex. Size composition data for females tended to be overestimated for larger size
classes (Figure 34), whereas a pattern for males was less clear (Figure 35). Models with higher M or estimated
variability around the growth increment fit the survey composition data better for most size composition
data sources according to the likelihoods (Table 12).

Estimated population processes and derived quantities

Estimated population processes and derived quantities varied among models. Projected MMB for 2019 ranged
from 123.07 to 174.87 kt (Figure 36). For the author preferred model (19.7), estimated fishing mortality in
the recent past has been below F 354, save the years 2014-2015, which exceeded F 354 (Figure 37). Estimated
MMB has been less than B g5 since 2011, and estimates suggest that the population may have been beneath
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MSST in the recent past (Figure 37). However, the most recent estimated MMB reversed this trend and
estimated MMB is currently near Bgsg for the author preferred model (19.7).

Estimates of selectivity and catchability varied among models (Figure 38). Estimated catchability in both
eras was lower for males than for females. In era 1 (1982-1988), catchability ranged from 0.42 - 0.53 for
males; for females, it ranged from 0.69 - 0.75. In era 2 (1989-present), catchability ranged from 0.7 - 0.83
for males; for females, it was 1 for all models. Estimated size at 50% selection in the survey gear for era 1
ranged from ~40 mm to ~42 mm for both females and males. Size at 50% selection in the survey gear during
era 2 ranged from 36 mm to 38 mm for females and 35 mm to 39 mm for males. The BSFRF ‘availability’
curves varied from 2009 to 2010 and among models, with the availability of crab to the experimental survey
generally increasing in 2010 (Figure 39).

In general, the shape of the curve representing the probability of maturing for both sexes was consistent,
but the magnitude of the probabilities varied slightly. For all models, the probability of maturing by size
for female crab was ~50% at ~47.5 mm and increased to 100% at ~60mm (Figure 40). The probability of
maturing for male crab was ~15% to 20% at ~60 mm and increased sharply to 50% at ~97.5mm, and 100%
at 107.5 mm. The region from 60 mm to 90 mm male carapace width displayed the largest differences in
estimates of the probability of maturing among models.

Estimated fishing mortality in the directed fishery was similar for all models, except for in the most recent
years. In those year, the 2018 model (18.1) estimated lower fishing mortality, which is probably related
to lower estimates of MMB compared to models with 2019 data (Figure 41). Total and retained fishery
selectivity was very similar for all models because of the weight put on the retained catch and its associated
size composition data (Figure 41). Estimated size at 50% selection in the trawl fishery varied more than
selectivity in the directed fishery, ranging from 110 - 111 mm (Figure 41). Size at 50% selection for discarded
females was similar for all models (Figure 41).

Patterns in recruitment by sex were similar for all models (Figure 42). A period of high recruitment was
observed in which 3 large male cohorts passed through the population during the 1980s and into the early
1990s. Following that, a period of low recruitment persisted from the early 1990s to 2013. All models indicated
a large (relative to the past) recruitment to the survey gear occurred around 2013. Recruitment entering
the model was placed primarily in the first three size bins, except for model 19.6 (Figure 42). Although
model 19.6 (estimating separate distributions for recruitment by sex) fit the data better overall than 19.1,
the differences among the estimated recruitment by sex did not change. Stock recruitment relationships were
not apparent between the estimates of MMB and recruitment for any model (Figure 42). Relationships were
not apparent between mature female biomass and recruitment either (not shown).

Estimated natural mortality ranged from 0.27 to 0.33 for immature crab, 0.26 to 0.34 for mature male crab,
and 0.34 to 0.48 for mature females (Table 11).

F. Calculation of the OFL

Methodology for OFL

The OFL was calculated using proxies for biomass and fishing mortality reference points and a sloped control
rule. Proxies for biomass and fishing mortality reference points were calculated using spawner-per-recruit
methods (e.g. Clark, 1991). After fitting the assessment model to the data and estimating population
parameters, the model was projected forward 100 years using the estimated parameters under no exploitation
to determine ‘unfished’ mature male biomass-per-recruit. Projections were repeated in which the bisection
method was used to identify a fishing mortality that reduced the mature male biomass-per-recruit to 35% of
the unfished level (i.e. F359 and Bsse;). Calculations of F 3594 were made under the assumption that bycatch
fishing mortality was equal to the estimated average value.

Calculated values of F359, and Bgsse were used in conjunction with a Tier 3 control rule to adjust the
proportion of Fg59 that is applied based on the status of the population relative to Bzse, (Amendment 24,
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Bycatch if g < 0.25
Forr = Fos (wifita; —) MMB (2)
T l—a Zf025 < MM B <1
Fjs5 ’LfMMB>MMBg5

Where MMB is the projected mature male biomass in the current survey year after fishing at the Fopy,
MMB 359 is the mature male biomass at the time of mating resulting from fishing at F 359, F 359 is the fishing
mortality that reduces the mature male biomass per recruit to 35% of unfished levels, and « determines the
slope of the descending limb of the harvest control rule (set to 0.1 here).

Calculated OFLs and interpretation

OFLs calculated from maximum likelihood estimates of parameters in the suite of presented models ranged
from 29.74 to 66.07kt (Table 13). Differences in OFLs were a result of differences in estimated MMB (see
above), calculated Bgs¢; (which ranged from 121.27 to 142.77kt; Table 13), F 354 (which ranged from 1.22 to
2.48 yrt; Table 13), and Fopy, (which ranged from 1.04 to 2.48 yr!; Table 13). Changes in the prior on M
strongly influenced the resulting reference points.

G. Calculation of the ABC

The acceptable biological catch (ABC) was set by subtracting a 20% buffer from the OFL to account for
scientific uncertainty, as recommended by the SSC.
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Author recommendations

When considering overall fit, retrospective patterns and stability of the model under jittering, there is no
clear winner among the presented scenarios. Model 19.3 (highest M) fit the data best, model 19.7 (high
M + linear male growth) had the smallest retrospective patterns for males, and model 19.5 was the most
stable under jittering. Among the models presented, the key choices are between natural mortality priors and
functional forms of growth.

Natural mortality should be higher than assumed in the past, given empirical meta-analyses and survey data
for mature individuals not selected by the fishery. However, given confounding with other parameters and
the large impact on management advice, it may be wise to chose a more precautionary prior for M in the
assessment until other confounded processes are explored more fully.

The question of using a linear growth curve or kinked growth curve does not have a clear answer. It makes
sense that maturing individuals would grow less. It has been noted in previous assessments that growth data
from maturing individuals were thrown out because the increments were smaller than others. However, the
current growth function does not capture this process because it is kinked at a specific size and the molt to
maturity occurs over a range of sizes. The kinked growth curve has also been a sources of model instability to
this point. A potentially more realistic growth model may fit two growth curves: one for immature crab and
one for maturing crab. However, this would require the growth increment data to be split between ‘immature’
and ‘maturing’ growth increments, which are not currently available.

Given these observations, the author preferred model is 19.7. Natural mortality should be higher than
previously assumed and the instability of the kinked growth curve overshadows any perceived (though
potentially misguided) realism introduced.

H. Data gaps and research priorities

Methodology

Moving to GMACS is currently the highest priority for the snow crab assessment.

Data sources

Efforts should continue to incorporate as many raw data sources as possible in the assessment. Estimating
parameters outside of the model and inputting them as ‘known’ artificially decreases the uncertainty
represented in the standard errors of management quantities. In addition to pulling as much data into the
model as possible, continuing to standardize and automate the creation of data files from the survey and
catch databases would be very useful given the short time frame of the assessment cycle, but this is currently
difficult for the catch data. Procuring all available growth data (including previously excluded points and
information about maturity state) would facilitate implementing a more sensible ‘kinked’ growth curve.

Modeling and weighting

In theory, we have data to inform all of the confounded processes. Catchability is informed by the BSFRF
studies. Natural mortality is informed by the survey length composition data as a result of large portions
of the population being unfished. Recruitment is also informed by the survey length composition data and
growth is increasingly well characterized due to the efforts of the NMFS shellfish assessment program. In spite
of these data, changing the prior on M can result in large changes in many different estimated population
processes. This suggests that data weighting is a key hurdle to providing management advice using this
assessment and needs to be carefully considered. Some data weighting issues will be more easily explored
within GMACS.

21


http:quantities.In

C4 Snow Crab SAFE
OCTOBER 2019

It is not clear in practice which parameters can be reliably estimated with the currently available data and
assessment model. Different weightings of likelihood components can have drastic impacts on the management
advice provided from an assessment. A close look at the way CVs, sample sizes, and other weighting factors
are calculated and their influence on assessment results could provide better understanding of how well the
model is balanced. Simulations may be useful to understand both the estimability of the parameters in
the current model with the current data and the impact of the weights assigned to different data sources.
Standardization of the weighting schemes would also improve readability of the code (for example, some size
composition data have both ‘weights’ and ‘sample sizes’).

Scientific uncertainty

Natural mortality exerts a large influence over estimated management quantities and population processes, but
is poorly known. Tagging studies targeted at estimating natural mortality could be useful to the assessment
and could also shed light on the migration patterns, which could help us understand the impact of the fishery
(e.g. centroids of large male abundance in the survey and catch do not match—is this because the crab are
moving or because the fishery operates in a specific place regardless of the centroid of large male abundance?
The answer to this question could influence priors on catchability.) Lacking tagging studies, studies aimed at
aging old shell crab protected from the fishery by selectivity could provide better estimates of maximum age
for use in empirical estimates of M.

Similarly, establishing measures of reproductive capacity that include females, the spatial overlap of mature
individuals, the role water temperature plays in biennial spawning, and the effectiveness of mating by size for
males may allow for relationships between recruitment and mature biomass to be found (e.g. Murphy et al.
2017). In general, exploring the spatial dynamics of the population may allow for patterns and influences of
the fishery and environment on the productivity of the stock to be more easily identified.

Previous analyses suggested that retrospective patterns may be a problem for the snow crab assessment
(Szuwalski and Turnock, 2016; Szuwalski, 2017), which was supported by this analysis. Retrospective patterns
can result from unaccounted for time-varying processes in the population dynamics of the model (Hurtado et
al., 2015). The retrospective patterns in MMB for snow crab appears to be at least partially a result of large
estimates of survey MMB in 2014 and 2018. The large estimated survey MMB may have been caused by a
change in catchability during those years and focused research on time-variation in important population
processes for snow crab should be pursued to confront retrospective biases. Efforts to address catchability
and the spatial dynamics of the snow crab fishery are currently underway.

I. Ecosystem Considerations

Historically, recruitment for snow crab could be divided into two periods via regime shift algorithms
(e.g. Rodionov, 2004). Szuwalski and Punt (2013) reported that the shift in recruitment corresponded with a
change in the winter Pacific Decadal Oscillation (Szuwalski and Punt, 2013), but also with a period of intense
fishing mortality. The recent observed large recruitments may suggest a new ‘regime’ has begun.

Checking the new estimates of recruitment against the winter PDO showed that the relationship has broken
down with the addition of new data (which is a common phenomenon; Myers 1998). However, the PDO is
highly correlated with the Arctic Oscillation (AO) and the AO is significantly correlated with estimated snow
crab recruitment (Figure 43). Negative values of the AO are associated with high pressure in the polar region
and greater movement of polar air into lower latitudes. This relationship may be another clue in the search
for mechanistic explanations for changes in snow crab recruitment.

Regime-based management strategies have been evaluated for snow crab, but found that only small improve-
ments in long-term yield are derived from changing the target reference points based on a change point
algorithm and those changes come at a higher risk of overfishing (Szuwalski and Punt, 2012). Given the
uncertainty around whether or not the environment or the fishery precipitated changes in recruitment, the
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precautionary principle guides managers to assume it is the fishery (Restrepo et al., 1998). Spatial analyses
of recruitment, mature biomass, environmental drivers, and the impact of the fishery may provide insight to
the population dynamics of snow crab, but modeling techniques capable of fully-spatial stock assessment
are only recently feasible. The most recent large recruitment events will likely divide the recruitment time
series into three periods and present an intriguing opportunity for further study of the relationship between
environmental variables and recruitment success.
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Appendix A: Model structure

Population dynamics

Numbers of sex s of shell condition v and maturity state m at length [ in the initial year of the assessment,
Ny, v,m,y=1,1, were calculated from an estimated vector of numbers at length [ by sex s and maturity state m
for males, As ., and numbers at length [ by sex s and shell condition v for females (i.e. 2 vectors for each sex
were estimated). Estimated vectors of initial numbers at length by maturity for females were calculated by
splitting the estimated vectors at length by the observed proportion mature in the first year of the survey.

sbf)\&u if v = new; m = mat, s = fem
1-— ;’f’fAs,l,z if v.= new; m = imat, s = fem
Nowmy=11= (3)
As,2,0 if v. = old; m = mat, s = fem
0 if v.= old; m = imat

Initial numbers at length for males were all assumed to be new shell.

As,1,  if v = new; m = mat, s = male

As;2q  if v = new; m = imat, s = male
Ns,v,'rn,y:l,l = (4)
0 if v. = old; m = mat, s = male

0 if v = old; m = imat, s = male

The dynamics after the initial year were described by:

s s Qs imat,y,l Xs,i7 1 if v = new; m = mat
1= siks Qs imat,y s Xsi + Recy Pry it v .= new; m = imat
Nsvmy+10 = (5)
Qs mat,y,l’ if v. = old; m = mat
(1 - Hs,l')Qs,i'rnat,y,l/ if v = Old7 m = imat

Where ,; was the probability of maturing at length [ for sex s (a freely estimated vector for both males and
females constrained by penalties on smoothness and a prior in some scenarios), £ » was the probability of
molting for an immature crab of sex s at length I’ (set to 1 for all immature crab), and X, ; ;> was the size
transition matrix describing the probability of transitioning from size !’ to size [ for sex s. Qg m,y,i> Was the
number of crab of sex s, maturity state m, and length I’ surviving natural and fishing mortality during year y:

Z
Qi = D Nowamyae”0! (6)
v

Where Ny 4 m,y,1 represented the numbers, N, of sex s during year y of shell condition v and maturity state m
at length I Z, y m,y,1 represented the total mortality experienced by the population and consisted of the sum
of instantaneous rates of natural mortality by sex and maturity state, M ,,, and fishing mortality, Fy ¢, ;
from each fishery. Each fishing mortality was subject to selectivity by length [, which varied between sexes s
and fisheries f (and by year y if specified) . M, ,,, was specified in the model and a multiplier Vnqtas,m Was
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estimated subject to constraints (see Table 10; this formulation effectively specified a mean and standard
deviation for a prior distribution for M).

Zs vyt = TnatsdmMom + Y Ss 151 Fs . (7)
f

Selectivities in the directed and bycatch fisheries were estimated logistic functions of size. Different selectivity
parameters were estimated for females and males in the directed fisheries (Sfem, air,i a00d Simate, dir,1, Tespectively),
a single selectivity for both sexes was estimated for bycatch in the groundfish trawl fishery (Sirwii), and a
retention selectivity was estimated for the directed fishery for males (R g;r,;; all females were discarded).

Smale,dir,] = 1+ e_Sslope,,,],;,d(Ll—S50,nb,d) ®)
Sftem.dir,l = 14 e*Sszope,lf,d(szsso,f,d ) ©)
Strawl,l =1 n e_ssloj&t(Ll—Sso,f, ) 10
Rairy = : ) (n

1+ e—Sstope,m,a(L1—S50,m,d

Where Sgiope,s,r Was the slope of the logistic curve for sex s in fishery f and S5y s s was the length at 50%
selection for sex s in fishery f. Catches for all fisheries were modeled as pulse fisheries in which all catch was
removed instantaneously (i.e. no natural mortality occurred during the fishery). Catch in fishery f during
year y was calculated as the fraction of the total fishing mortality, F s, ;, applied to a given sex s in a fishery
f times the biomass removed by all fisheries for that sex.

RlFmale dir,y,l

. ) Y, -4, Ms - F‘rnu. e,dir, +F rawl,?

Cmale,dir,y = § E E wmale,lF Nmale,v,m,y,le Y m(l —€ ( te,dimy, LT l’y'l))
l v

m male,dir,y,l+ Firawl,y,1

(12)

Fmale dir

_ ydiryy,l —dy M —(Fmale,dir,y,itFtraw

Cmale,tot,y = E E E wmale’lF Nmale,v,m,y,le y ,m(l — e ( le,dir,y,itHe l,y,l))
l voom

male,dir,y,l+ Firawi,y,1

(13)

Ffem dir

_ Jdir,y,l —6y My, —(Frem,dir,y,1+Ftraw

Crem,diry = E E E wfem’lF Nyem,vm,yie” m(l—e (Ffem,dir,y,1tFt l,y,z))
; i fem,dir,y,l4+Firawi,y,1

—0y Mg m —(Firawl,y,1
Cm+f,trmul,y = E g g g ws,le,v,m,y,le e (1 —€ (i I"N)) (15)
s l voom

Where §,, was the mid point of the fishery (all fisheries were assumed to occur concurrently and the midpoint
was based on the directed fishery, which accounts for the vast majority of the fishing mortality) and wy
was the weight at length [ for sex s. Trawl data and discard data were entered into the model with an
assumed mortality of 80% and 30%, respectively. Fully-selected fishing mortality parameters for fishery f
were estimated as a logged average over a given time period (F!%9) with yearly deviations around that mean

avg
l
(Fdzg,y)'

lo lo
Ff,y — e(FauZ,f_‘—Fdeg,f,y) (16)

Selectivity for the survey was estimated for 2 eras in the base model: 1982-1988 and 1989-present. Selectivity
was assumed to be logistic and separate parameters representing the length at which selection probability
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equal 50% and 95% (ss0,s,e and sgs s,e, respectively) were estimated for males and females in the third era
(1989-present). Separate catchability coefficients (qs,e) were estimated for males and females in all eras.

gs,e
Ssur'u,s,l,e = : L,—550.5.0 ) (17)
1+ e—log(19)

595,5,e —550,s,¢

Survey selectivity was informed by experimental surveys during the years 2009 and 2010. A portion of the
NMFS summer survey tows were accompanied by an industry vessel using nephrops trawls with an assumed
selectivity of 1 for all size classes. To represent the proportion of the population covered by the experiment,
a vector was freely estimated for males, S{’"ee (subject to a scaling parameter), and a logistic curve was
estimated for females.

dind,s,y 3
— if s = female
—log(19) L —550,5,y )

Sind,sly = 1+e o500y (18)
Qind,s,y Sy ¢ if s = male

Based on this logic, after identifying the fraction of the crab at length covered by the experimental surveys,
the length frequencies of the NMFS data collected simultaneously with the experimental trawls can be
calculated by multiplying the numbers at length ‘available’ to the experimental trawls by the overall survey
selectivity, Sgurv,s,1,y- The predicted numbers at length for the NMFS and industry data from the selectivity
experiment were calculated by multiplying the respective selectivities by the survey numbers at length.

Snmfs,s,l,y = ind,s,l,yssurv,s,l,y (19)

Mature male and female biomass (MMB and FMB, respectively) were fitted in the objective function and
were the product of mature numbers at length during year y and the weight at length, w ;:

MMBy = Z wmale,leale,v,mat,y,l (20)
l,v

FMBy =Y wemiNrem,vmat.y. (21)
l,v

Ws,1 :awt,sLlet’S (22)

Mature biomass can be calculated for different time through out the year, in which case the numbers at length
are decremented by the estimated natural mortality. Parameters oy, s and [, s were estimated outside of
the assessment model and specified in the control file.

Molting and growth occur before the survey. Immature crab were assumed to molt every year with an
estimated probability of molting to maturity based on length [ (in all the scenarios presented here, the
probability of molting was 1 for all immature animals). For crab that do molt, the growth increment within
the size-transition matrix, X, ;;’, was based on a piece-wise linear relationship between predicted pre- and
post-molt length, (ﬁi;ed and ﬁf ,OZSt, respectively) and the variability around that relationship was characterized
by a discretized and renormalized gamma function, Y, ;.

Yo

Xojy = ="+— 23

o Zz/ Yo (23)
L;ﬁl—(il—Z.S)

Yo = (Ay) Bs (24)

L7950 = o, 4+ oL (25)

28


http:classes.To

C4 Snow Crab SAFE

OCTOBER 2019
igzst,2 =as+ 5s(ﬁs71 - /65,2) + 6372Ll (26)

. N L;— 4 N L;—6
Lpost _ Lpost,l 1-® l a,r Lpost,2 o l a,r 27
s,l s,l ( ( Stgr )) + s,l ( ( Stg?" )) ( )
Al,l’ = I/l/ + 25 - Ll (28)

ﬁgf’ft’l and ﬁ§33t’2 were predicted post-molt lengths from each piece of the piece-wise relationship, and ®()
was a cumulative normal distribution in which d, , was an estimated change point. The model in which
linear growth was estimated removed equations 26 and 27 from the model.

An average recruitment for the assessment period (1982-present) and yearly deviations around this average
were estimated within the assessment for models in which only a single vector of recruitment deviations was
estimated. The sex ratio of recruitment was assumed to be 50/50 male to female. Each year’s estimated
recruitment was allocated to length bins based on a discretized and renormalized gamma function with
parameters specified in the control file.

Rec, = e(RecavgtRecaes y) (29)

(Al l)a'r'ec/ﬁrec e_Al,l///BT‘eC
Zl’(Al l/)am/ﬂme(fAl,w/ﬁm)

Pr = (30)

For models in which separate vectors of recruitment deviations were estimated for males and females, a
separate average recruitment was also estimated (in log space). Each vector of deviations was also subject to
a smoothing penalty, but were not linked directly in any way (e.g. priors on the ratio of estimated male to
female average recruitment).

Likelihood components

Three general types of likelihood components were used to fit to the available data (Table 14). Multinomial
likelihoods were used for size composition data, log-normal likelihoods were used for indices of abundance
data, and normal likelihoods were used for catch data, growth data, priors, and penalties. Multinomial
likelihoods were implemented in the form:

LI:ATZN;,fprxylln pT yJ/pa:,yl) (31)
Y

L, was the likelihood associated with data component x, where A, represented an optional additional
weighting factor for the likelihood, N;f f was the effective sample sizes for the likelihood, p"bsl was the
observed proportion in size bin [ during year y for data component z, and p, ,; was the predlcted proportion
in size bin [ during year y for data component z. 10 multinomial likelihood components were included in the
assessment (see Table 14 for descriptions, weighting factors, and effective sample sizes).

Iterative methods for determining appropriate effective samples sizes for composition data are suggested to
avoid over-weighting the size composition data and washing out the signal from the indices of abundance.
Although the code has the capability to implement these methods, they were not used for this assessment.

Log normal likelihoods were implemented in the form:

—In 2
z = A Z CV2 e )))) (32)
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L, was the contribution to the objective function of data component z, A, was any additional weighting
applied to the component, IAMJ was the predicted value of quantity I from data component x during year y,
I, was the observed value of quantity / from data component z during year y and CV,, was the coefficient
of variation for data component x during year y. 5 log normal likelihood components were included in this
assessment (see Table 14 for descriptions, weighting factors, and CVs).

Normal likelihoods were implemented in the form:
Lo =X Y (Ioy —Iny) (33)
Yy

L, was the contribution to the objective function of data component z, A\, was represents the weight applied to
the data component (and can be translated to a standard deviation), fly was the predicted value of quantity
I from data component = during year y, I, , was the observed value of quantity I from data component
x during year y. 12 normal likelihood components were included in the base assessment (see Table 14 for

descriptions, weighting factors, and translated standard deviations).

Smoothing penalties were also placed on some estimated vectors of parameters in the form of normal likelihoods
on the second differences of the vector.
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Table 7: Observed growth increment data by sex
Female premolt Female postmolt Male premolt Male postmolt
length (mm) length (mm) length (mm) length (mm)

20.7 27 57.63 68.6
25.2 32 20.6 28.9
28.7 37.1 25.6 314
28.2 36.22 25.9 31.1
25.9 32.7 20 26.3
26.9 34.4 25.2 32.8
26.4 31.8 21 27.8

29 36.7 20.3 26.4

23 31.2 21.9 28.4
21.6 27.7 20.7 27.7
24.2 30.9 20.1 28
20.8 27.3 19.8 26.5
20.3 26.2 26 32.2
22.2 29.7 62.3 81.8
21.4 28 56.5 70
19.3 25.2 57 70
26.9 34.5 58.7 72.5
25.7 32.5 60.8 78.4
19.8 26.9 59.3 75.1
27.4 35.1 64 84.7
20.4 26.4 60.3 75.1
25.5 34.6 20.7 29.2
34.9 44.8 24 32.3
18.6 25.2 16.1 23
28.2 35.8 19.2 26.6
22.8 29.6 21.23 26.41
26.5 33.9 22.2 28.1
25.5 32.9 23.48 28.27
24.2 314 29.9 39.9
24.4 30.7 30.3 40.3
22.3 29.4 30.7 40.5
20.8 27.3 44.2 58.7
22.8 30.2 44.7 57.3
26.2 32.6 64.7 82.7
29.4 36.7 67.6 86
20.2 24.9 67.9 85.3
27.5 34.8 74.5 93.9
20.4 26.7 79.9 97.8
25.4 31.7 89.8 110
28.1 34.5 89.9 112.1
28.7 36 89.9 112.3
29.5 38.4 93.8 117.6
30.9 38.4 20 26.3

26 33.1

29.1 38.4
19.37 24.24

20.7 27.4
21.25 28.73

21.94 28.71

31



C4 Snow Crab SAFE

OCTOBER 2019
Female premolt Female postmolt Male premolt Male postmolt
length (mm) length (mm) length (mm) length (mm)

23.09 29.26

32.8 44.9

35.3 47.6

38.3 50.9

38.9 53

41 55.8

42.1 54.6

44.2 59.5

44.3 59.3

44.8 59.7

45.2 59.6

46.9 60.4

47 61.4

47.9 61.4

20.6 25.1

20.8 27.6

22 28.2

22.9 28.6
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Table 8: Observed retained catches, discarded catch, and bycatch.
Discards and bycatch have assumed mortalities applied.
Trawl
Retained catch Discarded Discarded males bycatch
Survey year (kt) females (kt) (kt) (kt)

1982 11.85 0.02 1.27 0.37
1983 12.16 0.01 1.24 0.48
1984 29.94 0.01 2.76 0.51
1985 44.45 0.01 4.01 0.44
1986 46.22 0.02 4.25 1.88
1987 61.4 0.03 5.52 0.01
1988 67.79 0.04 5.82 0.67
1989 73.4 0.05 6.68 0.78
1990 149.1 0.05 15.21 0.6
1991 143 0.06 12 1.88
1992 104.7 0.12 17.06 1.78
1993 67.94 0.08 5.32 1.76
1994 34.13 0.06 4.03 3.54
1995 29.81 0.02 5.75 1.34
1996 54.22 0.07 7.44 0.92
1997 114.4 0.01 5.73 1.47
1998 88.09 0.01 4.67 1.01
1999 15.1 0 0.52 0.61
2000 11.46 0 0.62 0.53
2001 14.8 0 1.89 0.39
2002 12.84 0 1.47 0.23
2003 10.86 0 0.57 0.76
2004 11.29 0 0.51 0.95
2005 16.77 0 1.36 0.36
2006 16.49 0 1.78 0.83
2007 28.59 0.01 2.53 0.43
2008 26.56 0.01 2.06 0.27
2009 21.78 0.01 1.23 0.63
2010 24.61 0.01 0.62 0.17
2011 40.29 0.18 1.69 0.16
2012 30.05 0.03 2.32 0.22
2013 24.49 0.07 3.27 0.12
2014 30.82 0.17 3.52 0.16
2015 18.42 0.07 2.96 0.16
2016 9.67 0.02 1.31 0.08
2017 8.6 0.02 1.93 0.02
2018 12.51 0.02 2.86 0.02
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Table 9: Observed mature male and female biomass (1000 t) at the

time of the survey and coefficients of variation.

Female Mature Males Males

Survey mature Female male >101mm >101mm

year biomass Cv biomass Male CV (kt) (million)
1982 144.4 0.15 176.8 0.14 33.34 60.91
1983 90.13 0.2 161.6 0.13 38.09 70.09
1984 42.32 0.19 177.7 0.12 88.73 151.8
1985 6.12 0.2 71.84 0.11 43.39 72.84
1986 15.74 0.18 89.81 0.11 46.7 77.91
1987 122.6 0.16 194.6 0.11 74.44 128.6
1988 169.9 0.17 259.4 0.15 104.7 173.1
1989 264.2 0.25 299.2 0.11 92.31 158.9
1990 182.9 0.19 443.8 0.14 224.7 386.4
1991 214.9 0.19 466.6 0.15 292.2 452.9
1992 131.4 0.18 235.5 0.09 143.9 227.3
1993 132.1 0.16 183.9 0.1 78.11 126.7
1994 126.2 0.15 171.3 0.08 44.78 72.57
1995 168.7 0.14 220.5 0.13 37.75 65.18
1996 107.3 0.14 288.4 0.12 87.57 155.2
1997 103.8 0.2 326.8 0.1 168.7 280.6
1998 72.73 0.25 206.4 0.09 126.7 209.7
1999 30.89 0.21 95.85 0.09 52.53 85.2
2000 96.46 0.52 96.39 0.14 41.88 69.83
2001 77.24 0.28 136.5 0.12 41.51 70.69
2002 30.22 0.28 93.17 0.23 36.56 64.16
2003 41.71 0.31 79.07 0.12 32.57 55.61
2004 50.16 0.26 79.57 0.14 35.99 57.42
2005 64.85 0.17 123.5 0.11 40.67 63.26
2006 51.93 0.18 139.3 0.26 71.13 120.9
2007 55.89 0.22 153.1 0.15 73.62 127.5
2008 57.15 0.19 142 0.1 66.56 113.6
2009 52.16 0.21 148.2 0.13 78.92 129.9
2010 98.01 0.18 162.8 0.12 88.35 138.3
2011 175.8 0.18 167.1 0.11 94.67 147.6
2012 149.4 0.2 122.2 0.12 53.17 85.35
2013 131.4 0.18 97.46 0.12 42.93 71.79
2014 119.7 0.19 163.5 0.16 81.39 138.8
2015 85.13 0.17 80.04 0.12 35.77 56.11
2016 55.39 0.21 63.21 0.11 21.96 36.51
2017 106.8 0.21 83.96 0.13 20.52 35.02
2018 165.9 0.18 198.4 0.17 26.75 48.08
2019 110.4 0.2 169.1 0.17 28.12 51.27
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Parameter Lower Upper Symbol
af -100 5 oy

am -50 5 Oy,

bf 1 10 By
bm 1 5) Bm 1

bl 1 1.5 B2

bfl 1 2 ﬁm,?
deltam 10 50 Om
deltaf 5 50 Of
st_gr 0.5 0.5 stgr
growth_ beta 0.749 0.751 By
mateste -6 -le-10 m,l
matestfe -6 -le-10 £l
mean_ log_rec “inf” Inf Recgug
rec_ devf -15 15 Recy dgev,y
alphal_rec 11.49 11.51 Qrec
beta_ rec 3.99 4.01 Brec
mnatlen_ styr -3 15 Amale,v,l
fnatlen_ styr -10 15 Afem,v,l
log_avg fmort “-inf” Inf ézgg,dir
fmort_ dev -5 5 égg Jdiry
log_avg fmortdf -8 -le-04 (ﬁﬁ’é,disc
fmortdf_dev -15 15 dev.disc.y
log_avg_ fmortt -8 -le-04 (i(z))i]),trawl
fmortt dev_eral -15 15 F (izz,traw Leral
fmortt_ dev_ era2 -15 15 ;‘;iimw Lera2
log avg sel50_mn 4 5 S50,new,dir
log_avg sel50__mo 4 5 S50,01d,dir
fish_slope_mn 0.1 0.5 Ssiope,m.d
fish_fit_slope_mn 0.05 0.5 Ssiope,m.d
fish fit_sel50 mn 85 120 S50,0ld,dir
fish_slope_mo?2 1.9 2 Ssiope,m,d
fish sel50 mo?2 159 160 S50,01d, dir
fish_slope_mn2 0.01 2 Sslope,m,d
fish sel50 mn2 100 160 S50,01d,dir
fish_disc_slope_f 0.1 0.7 Sslope,m,d
fish disc_sel50 f 1 5 S50,01d,dir
fish_ disc_slope_ tf 0.01 0.3 Ssiope,trawl
fish disc_sel50 tf 30 120 S50, trawl
SI’Vliq 0.2 1 dm,eral,surv
SI‘Vliqif 0.2 1 qdf.eral,surv
SI‘V1786195 30 150 595,67'111 ,SUTV
stvl  sel50 0 150 S50,eral,surv
SI’VQ_q 0.2 1 dm,era2,surv
SYV27q7f 0.2 1 qdf.era2,surv
SI‘V27S€195 50 160 S95,era2,sur'u
SI‘V27$€150 0 80 SSO,ET@Q,SU,T'L)
srv3_q 0.2 1 dm,era3,surv
SI‘V3_S€195 40 200 SQE},m,craQ,surv
SI'V3756150 25 90 SBO,m,eraQ,surv
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Parameter Lower Upper Symbol
SYV37q7f 0.2 1 qdf.era3,surv
srv3_ sel95 f 40 150 S95, f,era2, surv
SI‘V37$€1507f 0 90 S5O,f,era2,surv
srvind__q 0.1 1 qm,09,ind
srvind_q f 0.01 1 qf,09,ind
srvind_sel95 f 55 120 S95,£,09,ind
srvind__sel50_f -50 110 S50, £,09,ind
srleiniq 0.1 1 dm,10,ind
srv10ind_q f 0.01 1 qf,10,ind
selsmo10ind -4 -0.001 SelVecMaleInd09
selsmo09ind -4 -0.001 SelVecMaleInd10
Mmult_imat 0.2 2 YnatM,imm
Mmult 0.2 2 YnatM,mat,m
Mmultf 0.2 2 YnatM,mat, f
cpueq 0.0000877 0.00877 Gepue
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Table 11: Estimated parameter values by scenario (these are maxi-

mum likelihood estimates)
Parameter 18.1 19.1 19.2 19.3 19.4 19.5 19.6 19.7
af -1.46 -0.77 -0.8 2.49 -0.36 -0.77 -0.77 -0.8
am -0.78 -0.76 -0.76 -0.75 -0.77 3.52 -1.28 3.49
bf 1.35 1.32 1.32 1.18 1.31 1.32 1.32 1.32
bm 1.36 1.36 1.36 1.36 1.36 1.2 1.38 1.2
bl 1.17 1.17 1.17 1.17 1.17 1.17
bfl 1.04 1 1 1.34 1 1 1
deltam 32.53 32.52 32.55 32.57 32.53 33.01
deltaf 41.1 44.42 44.4 26.16 44.42 44.4 44.4
mateste vector vector vector vector vector vector vector vector
matestfe vector vector vector vector vector vector vector vector
rec_ devf vector vector vector vector vector vector vector vector
mnatlen_ styr vector vector vector vector vector vector vector vector
fnatlen_ styr vector vector vector vector vector vector vector vector
log avg fmort -0.17 -0.05 -0.08 -0.13 -0.07 0.01 0.11 -0.04
fmort_dev vector vector vector vector vector vector vector vector
log avg fmortdf -5.62 -5.61 -5.62 -5.93 -5.82 -5.61 -5.59 -5.62
fmortdf dev vector vector vector vector vector vector vector vector
log _avg_fmortt -4.62 -4.62 -4.65 -4.66 -4.59 -4.58 -4.48 -4.59
fmortt__dev__eral vector vector vector vector vector vector vector vector

fmortt _dev_era2 vector vector vector vector vector vector vector vector
log_avg_ selb0_mn  4.66 4.66 4.66 4.66 4.66 4.66 4.66 4.66

fish_slope_mn 0.19 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.21 0.2
fish_fit_slope_mn 0.43 0.45 0.44 0.44 0.45 0.45 0.43 0.45
fish fit sel50 mn 96.14 96.14 96.18 96.23 96.17 96.04 95.87 96.09
fish_ disc_slope_f 0.26 0.25 0.25 0.26 0.26 0.25 0.25 0.25
fish_disc_sel50 f 4.25 4.26 4.25 4.23 4.23 4.26 4.26 4.25
fish_disc_slope_ tf 0.08 0.08 0.08 0.08 0.08 0.08 0.08 0.08
fish_disc_sel50 tf 110.18 110 110.26 111.32 111.23 110.44 111.7 111.34
srvl_q 0.63 0.49
srvl_q f 0.58 0.56
srvl_sel95 63.79 51.43
srvl sel50 36.51 39.7
srv2_q 0.52 0.53 0.47 0.42 0.52 0.52 0.52 0.46
srv2_q f 0.75 0.73 0.71 0.69 0.73 0.75 0.83 0.73
srv2  sel95 58.85 59.16 61.05 62.22 58.83 60.14 58.27 62.1
srv2_ sel50 39.99 40.22 41.5 42.5 40.08 40.86 41.43 42.18
srv3_q 0.78 0.82 0.76 0.69 0.8 0.82 0.85 0.74
srv3_sel95 49.04 49.19 52.71 56.63 49.28 51.3 48.9 55.21
srv3_ sel50 34.94 35.06 36.76 38.62 35.08 35.75 37.02 37.66
srvd_q f 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
srv3_sel95 f 47.2 47.25 48.59 49.94 47.34 47.24 47.25 48.6
srv3_sel50 f 36.1 36.08 37.13 38.24 36.11 36.06 35.99 37.12
srvind__q 1 1 1 1 1 1 0.29
srvind_q f 0.16 0.16 0.16 0.17 0.16 0.16 0.16
srvind__sel95_ f 54.56 54.73 55.31 55.94 59.92 54.75 55.42 55.3
srvind_sel50 f 49.79 49.9 50.25 50.65 52.82 49.91 50.25 50.24
srv10ind_q f 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
selsmo10ind vector vector vector vector vector vector vector vector
selsmo09ind vector vector vector vector vector vector vector vector
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Parameter 18.1 19.1 19.2 19.3 19.4 19.5 19.6 19.7
Mmult imat 1.18 1.19 1.15 1.1 1.18 1.19 1.22 1.15
Mmult 1.14 1.14 1.11 1.09 1.14 1.14 1.14 1.12
Mmultf 1.57 1.58 1.51 1.46 1.59 1.58 1.59 1.52
cpueq 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Table 12: Contribution to the objective function by individual

likelihood component by modeling scenario. Values in columns

after Model 0 are the likelihood contribution of Model 0 minus

the likelihood contribution of the model in the column. Positive

values represent improvements in fit. Note that some of the model

scenarios involve changing the weightings of data sources which

invalidate the comparison of likelihoods for a data source among

models.
Likelihood
component 18.1 19.1 19.2 19.3 19.4 19.5 19.6 19.7
Recruitment 70.18 76.44 73.97 71.51 77.46 77.56 72.88 75.39
deviations
Initial 4.62 4.56 4.52 4.47 4.58 4.59 4.46 4.54
numbers
old shell
males small
length bins
ret fishery 320.96 324.51 323.97 323.91 324.8 333.85 321.1 332.48
length
total fish 920.93 1026.1 1025.41 1025.39  1026.73  1031.87  1017.57  1030.93
length (ret
+ disc)
female fish 241.32 250.83 250.1 247.63 247.19 250.85 251.65 250.13
length
survey 4293.05  4420.93  4373.35  4399.53  4458.89  4420.38  4418.77  4375.12
length
trawl 300.15 334.82 326.69 323.85 334.72 331.99 344.82 323.33
length
2009 -92.24 -91.85 -92.65 -93.44 -82.19 -91.96 -91.58 -90.12
BSFRF
length
2009 NMFS  -75.15 -74.48 -75.19 -74.77 -70.48 -74.56 -74.07 -74.44
study area
length
M 77.61 79.37 59.43 43.27 80.69 79.53 85.17 61.1
multiplier
prior
maturity 43.65 46.55 43.9 41.08 45.2 51.25 48.41 47.66
smooth
growth 140.07 140.59 139.96 139.09 140.8 140.91 137.36 139.69
males
growth 394.96 367.22 365.5 333.96 390.95 367.43 367.15 365.66
females
2009 0.47 0.57 0.43 0.28 4 0.55 0.61 0.27
BSFRF
biomass
2009 NMFS 0.22 0.27 0.19 0.11 9.44 0.28 0.33 0.26
study area
biomass
cpue q 0.21 0.35 0.35 0.35 0.34 0.36 0.39 0.36
retained 3.65 4.53 4.55 4.59 4.57 4.98 3.13 5
catch
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Likelihood
component

18.1

19.1

19.2

19.3

19.4

19.5

19.6 19.7

discard
catch
trawl catch
female
discard
catch
survey
biomass

F penalty
2010
BSFRF
Biomass
2010 NMFS
Biomass
Extra
weight
survey
lengths first
year

2010
BSFRF
length
2010 NMFS
length
smooth
selectivity
smooth
female
selectivity
init nos
smooth
constraint
Total

116.77

6.95

4.17

207.32

23.51

9.58

3.44

047.47

-51.66

-64.14

2.44

43.32

7493.83

96.71

9.81
4.34
220.47
26.37

7.35

6.07

546.8

-49.86

-62.74

2.23

43.01

7761.87

100.74

9.44
4.33
214.63
25.96

6.21

5.44

546.25

-50.61

-64.22

2.23

43.2

7668.08

105.08

9.14
4.32
211.66
25.51

6.34

3.14

543.9

-50.52

-67.53

2.46

43.41

7627.72

97.84

9.73
4.35
220.48
26.13

10.65

3.36

545.12

-50.33

-65.28

1.92

43.1

7844.76

107.55

9.55

4.32

223.98

28.54

7.22

6.04

546.94

-49.42

-62.74

2.11

43.54

7797.49

40.05 112.09

9.79 9.11

4.28 4.31

221.62 218.62

29.68 27.74

7.05 7.92

6.52 3.34

047.24 546.55

-49.41 -51.15

-61.66 -66.72

2.01 0.93

41.76 43.87

7707.08  7703.97
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Table 13: Changes in management quantities for each scenario
considered. Reported management quantities are derived from
maximum likelihood estimates.

Model MMB B35 F35 FOFL OFL
18.1 85.84 142.8 1.22 1.04 29.74
19.1 100.5 133.7 1.24 1.24 45.47
19.2 110.8 125.2 1.71 1.71 54.07
19.3 125.7 121.3 2.48 2.48 66.07
19.4 104.5 135.2 1.3 1.3 47.77
19.5 97.41 132.9 1.31 1.31 44.18
19.6 91.75 129.7 1.37 1.37 39.57
19.7 111.4 126.1 1.93 1.93 54.92
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Table 14: Likelihoods form and weighting for each likelihood com-
ponent for models in the analysis (continued below)
Likelihood
component Form 18.1 19.1
Recruitment normal 0.71 0.71
deviations
Initial numbers normal 707.1 707.1
old shell males
small length bins
ret fishery length multinomial 200 200
total fish length multinomial 200 200
(ret + disc)
female fish length multinomial 200 200
survey length multinomial NA NA
trawl length multinomial 200 200
2009 BSFRF multinomial 200 200
length
2009 NMFS study multinomial 200 200
area length
M multiplier prior normal 0.23 0.23
maturity smooth normal 3.16 3.16
growth males normal 0.71 0.71
growth females normal 0.32 0.32
2009 BSFRF lognormal NA NA
biomass
2009 NMFS study lognormal NA NA
area biomass
cpue q normal 0.32 0.32
retained catch normal 0.22 0.22
discard catch normal 3 3
trawl catch normal 0.22 0.22
female discard normal 17 17
catch
survey biomass lognormal NA NA
F penalty normal 0.5 0.5
2010 BSFRF lognormal NA NA
Biomass
2010 NMFS lognormal NA NA
Biomass
Extra weight multinomial 200 200
survey lengths
first year
2010 BSFRF multinomial 200 200
length
2010 NMFS multinomial 200 200
length
smooth selectivity norm?2(firstdiff(first Diff)) 2 2
smooth female norm2(firstdiff(firstDiff)) 3 3
selectivity
init nos smooth norm2(firstdifference) 1 1
constraint
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19.2 19.3 19.4 19.5 19.6 19.7
0.71 0.71 0.71 0.71 0.71 0.71
707.1 707.1 707.1 707.1 707.1 707.1
200 200 200 200 200 200
200 200 200 200 200 200
200 200 200 200 200 200
NA NA NA NA NA NA
200 200 200 200 200 200
200 200 200 200 200 200
200 200 200 200 200 200
0.23 0.23 0.23 0.23 0.23 0.23
3.16 3.16 3.16 3.16 3.16 3.16
0.71 0.71 0.71 0.71 0.71 0.71
0.32 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.32
NA NA NA NA NA NA
NA NA NA NA NA NA
0.32 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.32
0.22 0.22 0.22 0.22 0.22 0.22
3 3 3 3 3 3
0.22 0.22 0.22 0.22 0.22 0.22
17 17 17 17 17 17
NA NA NA NA NA NA
0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
NA NA NA NA NA NA
NA NA NA NA NA NA
200 200 200 200 200 200
200 200 200 200 200 200
200 200 200 200 200 200
2 2 2 2 2 2
3 3 3 3 3 3

C4 Snow Crab SAFE
OCTOBER 2019

43



C4 Snow Crab SAFE

OCTOBER 2019

Table 16: Predicted mature male (MMB), mature female (FMB),
and males >101mm biomass (1000 t) and numbers (in millions) at
the time of the survey from the chosen model. Columns 2-5 are
subject to survey selectivity; columns 6-9 are the population values
(i.e. the numbers at length are not modified by multiplying them by
a selectivity curve—they are estimates of the underlying population).
These are maximum likelihood estimates.

Survey Male >101  Male >101 Male >101 Male >101
year FMB MMB biomass (millions) FMB MMB biomass (millions)
1982 70.62 125.3 26.15 49.75 112.6 275.2 52.94 100.7
1983 55.72 133.5 45.99 82.08 87.39 293.2 93.13 166.2
1984 40.17 139 61.99 106.2 63.05 305.8 125.5 214.9
1985 34.73 130 61.08 103.1 54.92 286.8 123.7 208.7
1986 43.19 113.7 42.62 71.88 68.99 252.2 93.1 157
1987 103.4 113.3 34.85 60.64 167.3 253.2 76.13 132.5
1988 229.2 210.7 37.85 66.18 235.2 287.1 82.7 144.6
1989 226.1 255.1 47.41 82.7 231.4 347.5 103.6 180.7
1990 185.4 318.3 71.68 124.1 189.6 432.4 156.6 271
1991 156.7 299.2 66.13 114.9 160.4 406 144.5 251
1992 143.4 249.7 54.55 94.72 146.9 338.8 119.2 206.9
1993 148.4 210.8 75.05 127 152.2 287.2 101.2 171.3
1994 163 181.2 44.44 73.77 167.2 2477 59.93 99.49
1995 171 202.5 40.35 71.55 175.3 275.9 54.41 96.49
1996 150.7 282.2 102.5 179.8 154.1 382.9 138.2 242.4
1997 117.6 333.7 170.1 286.1 120.2 451.9 229.4 385.8
1998 89.77 247.2 120.3 199.1 91.76 334.8 162.2 268.4
1999 72.81 151.3 57.25 96.07 74.48 205.2 77.21 129.6
2000 66.28 118.8 42.03 70.2 67.88 161.4 56.68 94.67
2001 59.53 99.58 30.86 52.32 60.92 135.3 41.62 70.57
2002 50.77 94.02 29.77 51.72 51.93 127.7 40.15 69.75
2003 42.66 99.23 40.38 68.82 43.64 134.7 54.46 92.81
2004 44.83 99.56 44.72 74.41 45.98 135.3 60.31 100.3
2005 68.94 96.6 39.02 64.78 70.92 131.5 52.62 87.36
2006 84.16 103.3 35.42 60.5 86.31 140.7 47.77 81.58
2007 84.23 129.5 49.43 85.08 86.27 176 66.67 114.7
2008 73.43 151.6 66.55 113.4 75.11 205.6 89.75 152.9
2009 61.29 162.5 80.9 135.7 62.69 220.1 109.1 183.1
2010 94.53 156.6 83.82 138.9 97.31 2121 113 187.3
2011 117 132.2 68.32 112.5 120.1 179.2 92.13 151.7
2012 109.7 95.54 37.6 63.55 112.3 129.7 50.7 85.7
2013 94.59 80.82 27.74 48.5 96.78 109.7 37.41 65.41
2014 84.46 74.81 29.17 49.98 86.47 101.5 39.34 67.41
2015 76.09 55.14 18.15 30.83 77.89 74.93 24.48 41.58
2016 82.03 46.91 11.44 19.57 84.15 64.22 15.43 26.39
2017 124.5 62.69 11.01 19 128.1 86.61 14.85 25.62
2018 176.6 109.1 18.69 33.11 181.5 149.9 25.2 44.66
2019 173.6 195.3 55.06 97.55 177.7 266 74.26 131.6
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Table 17: Maximum likelihood estimates of predicted mature male
biomass at mating, mature female biomass at mating (in 1000 t),
recruitment (millions) from the chosen model, and estimated fully-
selected total fishing mortaltiy. These are maximum likelihood

estimates.
Mature
Mature male female Fishing
Survey year biomass biomass Recruits mortality
1982 214.3 87.14 191.9 0.39
1983 229.5 67.63 544.5 0.22
1984 221.8 48.79 1288 0.42
1985 191.2 42.5 5409 0.7
1986 159.6 53.38 2284 1.09
1987 146.1 129.5 1077 2.45
1988 169.1 182 463.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>