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NOTICE OF COUNCIL ACTION

Research on crab movement and trawl gear innovation informs Council’s
recommendations on bycatch avoidance measures in the Bering Sea

At its February meeting, the Council evaluated the effectiveness of closing a large area — the Bristol Bay
Red King Crab Savings Area — to commercial fishing with pelagic trawl, pot, and longline gear to address
Bristol Bay red king crab stock and fishery declines. The Savings Area is already closed to bottom trawl
gear. The Council also evaluated a pot gear closure of a large area in the eastern portion of Bristol Bay
(NMFS Area 512) to meet the same objective. That area is already closed to all trawling.

The analysis provided to the Council highlighted results of new and ongoing research on the abundance
and movement of Bristol Bay red king crab in and out of the areas at issue, and the expansive network of
existing closed areas in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands for all trawl gear to protect crab, Steller sea
lions, and benthic habitat. Recent survey efforts showed minimal overlap between the presence of crab
and the areas where most of the pelagic trawl fishing occurs, and that the core areas occupied by female
crab were further east where trawling is already prohibited.

The Council initiated action to evaluate modifications to the pelagic trawl gear definition with several
objectives, including minimizing impacts on benthic habitat and species such as crab. The

Council intends to use ongoing research to develop closures and crab avoidance measures that change in
space and time to respond to seasonal crab movement and will be adaptable to evolving ecosystem
conditions that affect crab distribution and abundance.

The Council did not move forward with continued evaluation of static area closures at this time because
the analysis concluded that the benefits to red king crab resulting from such closures were uncertain and
unquantifiable, and that there would likely be no effect on the crab population. Also critical to the
Council’s decision was the analysis’ finding that the proposed closures would result in increased bycatch
of salmon, herring, halibut, and other crab species, as some fishing that currently occurs in the proposed
closure area has yielded low bycatch and high catch of target species.

For more detailed information
e Council Motion on Bristol Bay Red King Crab Closure Areas

e Link to the Analysis on Groundfish Area Closures within the Bristol Bay Red King Crab Stock
Assessment Area

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council is one of eight regional councils established by the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act in 1976 to manage fisheries in the 200-
mile Exclusive Economic Zone, 3 miles off the coast of Alaska. The 11 voting members serving on the
Council are appointees with regional fishery expertise as well as marine fisheries principals from the
States of Alaska, Washington, Oregon, and the National Marine Fisheries Service. The Council and its
advisory bodies were formed so federal fishery management decisions could be made at a local level,
emphasizing public input, while remaining consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens Act and other law.
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