
5.1 Geographical area of the FEP  

The geographic area of the FEP is approximated by the eastern Bering Sea LME, excluding the Aleutian 
Islands west of 169° W. longitude (Figure 5). In the development of the FEP, the area should be refined 
by assessing biophysical characteristics, rather than be limited to the boundaries of the U.S. EEZ, and 
where appropriate, the geographic boundaries should be relaxed to allow understanding external pressures 
and drivers. Studies have shown that there may also be multiple biogeographic regions within the core 
FEP area identified in Figure 5 (e.g., Sigler et al 2011), and there is considerable connectivity of the 
ecosystem with neighboring areas, especially north of Bering Strait, and westward with Russia. The 
arrows in Figure 5 are intended to indicate that the FEP boundary of the Bering Sea ecosystem is flexible. 
 
Figure 5 Initial map of FEP core boundary 

 
 
The Fisheries are concentrated in the southern Bering Sea region, which also includes the southern shelf 
and the whole of the Bering Sea slope area, and is distinguished by annually variable bottom 
temperatures. If appropriate, the southeastern area should be prioritized, in a stepwise approach to FEP 
development. 
 
1.1.1 Jurisdictional boundaries  
[need maps] 
Groundfish in Federal waters of the eastern Bering Sea are managed by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and the North Pacific Fishery Management Council under the authority of the Bering 
Sea/Aleutian Islands fishery management plan. Some groundfish allocations may be harvested anywhere 
in the Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands management area; others are spatially restricted to as specific subarea. 
Certain groundfish species may also be harvested in State of Alaska waters, within 3nm of shore.  
 
The State of Alaska is also responsible for day-to-day management of the crab and scallop fisheries that 
take place in the area. These fisheries are managed under the oversight of a Federal fishery management 
plan, with direct management deferred to the State. Additionally, the State manages herring and salmon 
fisheries in the areas, which are prosecuted wholly within State waters. The State of Alaska uses its own 
grid of statistical areas to record catch and manage these fisheries. 



 
The other regulatory areas within the eastern Bering Sea are those of the International Pacific Halibut 
Commission (IPHC). [describe more] 
 
Inseason data are collected at many spatial levels, including Federal statistical areas, State of Alaska 
statistical areas and precise global positioning system haul locations for some directed fisheries.  
 
Table 3-4 describes the regulatory responsibility of various international, Federal, State, and municipal 
agencies over the resources and people of the Aleutian Islands ecosystem. 
 
Table 3-1 Regulatory responsibility in the eastern Bering Sea 
Resource, Population Agency Responsibility 
groundfish NPFMC/NMFS 

 
ADF&G 

3-200nm; population abundance; setting harvest levels, fishery 
management, monitoring, and enforcement 

0-3nm 
halibut IPHC 

NPMFC/NMFS 
population abundance, setting harvest levels 
management of fishery 

crab NPFMC/NMFS 
ADF&G 

monitor overfishing levels, allocations 
harvest levels; fishery management, monitoring, enforcement 

scallop NPMFC/NMFS 
ADF&G 

monitor overfishing levels 
harvest levels, fishery management, monitoring, enforcement 

salmon ADF&G 
NPFMC/NMFS 

population abundance, harvest levels, fishery management 
retention prohibited 3-200nm 

herring ADF&G population abundance, harvest levels, fishery management 
other fish NMFS advisory authority for habitat for all fish incl nearshore 

watersheds 
marine mammals (except 

walrus and otters) 
NMFS population abundance, advisory authority, protection under 

MMPA and ESA 
walrus and otters USFWS population abundance, advisory authority, protection under 

MMPA and ESA 
birds USFWS population abundance, advisory authority, protection under 

MBTA 
citizens of each coastal 

community 
Municipal entity municipal responsibility 

Land [update] USFWS 
 

BLM, DNR 

protection of Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, including 
marine responsibility extending offshore 

own some small parcels 
shipping DEC 

USCG 
oversight of spill response 
ensure safety of vessels in US ports and waterways 

oil and gas development BOEM 
DNR or DEC 

3-200nm 
0-3nm 

military activity Alaskan Command, 
Pacific Command 

? 

formerly used defense sites AFCEE cleanup 
Other?   
KEY: ADF&G – Alaska Department of Fish and Game; AFCEE – US Air Force Corps of Engineers; DEC – Alaska Department of 

Environmental Conservation; DNR – Alaska Department of Natural Resources; DOD – Department of Defense, EPA – 
Environmental Protection Agency, MMS – Minerals Management Service, NMFS – National Marine Fisheries Service, 
NPFMC – North Pacific Fishery Management Council, USFWS – US Fish and Wildlife Service 

 
1.1.2 Interconnectivity of ecosystem components  
The FEP encompasses relationships among fisheries, communities, prey and predators of target and non-
target species, their habitat, the impacts of climate, and the cumulative impact on the ecosystem from all 
fisheries and non-fishing impacts. In order to understand the impact of these components on the Bering 



Sea ecosystem, influences from areas external to the core FEP geographical area will be considered at the 
geographical range that is appropriate to that component. This may be especially important for the area 
north of Bering Strait. 
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