
 
 
October 29, 2021 
 
 
Dr. Robert Foy 
Alaska Fisheries Science Center 
7600 Sand Point Way N.E. Building 4 
Seattle, WA 98115 
Via email: robert.foy@noaa.gov  
 
Dear Dr Foy: 
 
On behalf of the Council, I am writing to thank you and your staff for the excellent presentations we received 
at our recent October 2021 meeting on the various climate initiatives that are underway involving your staff at 
the Alaska Fisheries Science Center. The Council very much appreciated hearing about progress underway 
with the NOAA Climate and Fisheries Initiative (CFI), the Regional Action Plans (RAPs) for climate, and also 
the ACLIM and GOA CLIM projects.  
 
The Council appreciated the opportunity to review and provide comment on these ongoing initiatives, and 
provides the following general recommendations. First, in finalizing the RAPs and in developing the CFI, the 
Council requests some additional language be included to connect the output of the various research efforts 
described to the Council process and management actions. The Council has ongoing initiatives in place, for 
example through the harvest specifications process and through the Council’s Bering Sea Fishery Ecosystem 
Plan process, which would be a natural venue for linking AFSC research with a fishery management 
application. Directly identifying that connection between the AFSC research and its application in our process 
would strengthen the planning process. 
 
Additionally, the Council suggests a more explicit recognition of how the CFI and RAPs will coordinate with 
other partners, in particular the USFWS. In addition to their trust responsibility for conservation of key 
ecosystem species such as seabirds and marine mammals, there are other ongoing initiatives at USFWS such 
as the Landscape Conservation Cooperatives that may be an opportunity for strengthening partnerships with 
respect to community participation and grassroots engagement.  
 
The Council recognizes the essential nature of these types of research efforts to inform sustainable 
management in the context of environmental change, and is concerned about securing ongoing funding for the 
initiatives that have been described. In particular, the Council is writing to the Secretary of Commerce to 
support funding for these initiatives without reducing funding for existing programs.  
 
The Council appreciates the opportunity to review and provide comment on the various climate research 
initiatives. The Council’s Scientific and Statistical Committee also received these presentations, and the 
Council endorses the SSC comments and recommendations, which are attached to this letter, and requests that 
the agency incorporate them especially in the finalization of the RAPs. Thank you as always to you and your 
staff for your informative presentations and willingness to interact with and respond to the Council’s input.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
David Witherell 
Executive Director 
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